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CPIB’s e-book on
graft and what goes
on under the table

The e-book is
catered
specifically to
those aged
between 13 and
19. A lack of
awareness
among the
young prompted
Singapore’s graft
busters to
produce the
book, to help
young people be
more aware of
graft and its
pitfalls.
PHOTO: CPIB

Targeted at teens, it features cases to raise
awareness about corruption and its impact
Jean Iau

Football match fixing. “Coffee
money” for advance notice of site
inspections. Kickbacks for orders
placed with a supplier.
Many people are heedless of the
corruption that exists in squeaky
clean Singapore.
Such a lack of awareness among
the young, especially, has
prompted Singapore’s graft
busters to produce an electronic
book to make them aware of graft
and its pitfalls.

The e-book is catered specifically to those aged between 13 and
19. The Corruption Casebook – Stories From Under The Table is available for download on the Corrupt
Practices Investigation Bureau’s
(CPIB) website at cpib.gov.sg.
It comes after a Republic Polytechnic survey this year showed
only 34 per cent, in a poll of about
1,000 people aged between 15 and
25, had come across the topic of
corruption in school.
Close to three-quarters of them,
or about 72 per cent, were also not
aware of the existence of the CPIB,
which was formed in 1952 and is an

agency under the Prime Minister’s
Office.
Ms Clare Tan, the CPIB’s senior
deputy director for planning, research and corporate relations,
said the lack of visible corruption
in Singapore today means young
people are now less aware of the
harm bribes can cause.
“Singapore is in this state where
we are clean and incorruptible and
there’s zero tolerance, but actually
then (young people) may become
complacent because they live in an
era where everything is nice, so
you don’t really see corruption.
“There is corruption, it’s just that
they don’t see it.”
While the cases may not be as visible, the consequences of the
bribes can directly impact people.
For instance, bribes paid for le-

niency when checking for mosquito breeding sites are especially
insidious in a year that has seen the
dengue death toll hit a record high
of 29 amid Singapore’s largest outbreak.
In producing the book, the bureau consulted students from St
Joseph’s Institution to find out

which cases would best appeal to
the target audience.
It also engaged Mr Melvinderpal
Singh, a copy editor with The
Straits Times, to write the book.
Mr Singh, 53, said he was motivated to get involved after realising his three sons – aged 15 to 19 –
did not know much about the ef-
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forts of those who made Singapore
the honest and transparent country it is today.
“They knew little of Singapore’s
history and the work, often behind
the scenes, of our soldiers, cops
and other law enforcement officers,” he said.
“In teaching my boys about the
dangers of drugs – no such things
as soft drugs – and corruption –
yes, even $1 is corruption – I realised my boys may not be the exception. So when the idea for an
anti-corruption book for young
people was mooted, I jumped at
the chance to contribute,” he
added.
The e-book features 16 curated
cases of corruption, split up into
six chapters that demonstrate how
corruption affects areas such as national security, public health, and
even the integrity of the sporting
world.
It concludes: “While the impact
of a bribe has direct bearing on the
corrupt individuals and the reputation of the organisations implicated, it goes beyond that. There is
an indirect impact on public funds,
economic growth, quality of infrastructure and public services...
“CPIB may be the graft busters
but we all play a role in ensuring
corruption is never allowed to sink
its roots in Singapore. To fight this
enemy, we need to first recognise
it.”
jeaniau@sph.com.sg
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Over 70 courses to help
job seekers reskill, upskill
courses are most suitable for them.
Course providers include institutes of higher learning such as
polytechnics, and private training
providers like Shatec.
FastJobs said it had worked
closely with SkillsFuture Singapore since last month to curate
courses to help those in nonPMET roles level up their skills.
Industries covered include customer service, food and beverage,
retail, healthcare and other operational and customer-facing sectors. Course options will over time
be expanded and updated to cater
to the growing interest in skills upgrading, said FastJobs.
For Madam Zafirah Mohamad

Ang Qing

More than 70 curated courses for
job seekers hoping to upskill and
reskill can now be browsed on a
single website.
The majority of the courses on
training marketplace FastLearn are
SkillsFuture Credit-eligible, and
many also qualify for additional subsidies and government support
such as training allowances, job portal FastJobs said yesterday.
The training portal also guides
job seekers who are not in professional, managerial, executive and
technician (PMET) roles on which

Sinna, the FastLearn platform is
an opportunity to gain new skills
that are market-relevant.
The 32-year-old housewife, who
has a two-year-old daughter and a
three-year-old son, is looking to
re-enter the job market.
“I am looking to upgrade myself
for office work. I have enrolled in a
course on office administration as
I don’t have the necessary experience and I’m hoping to get an office job,” she said.
More than 300,000 active job applicants use the FastJobs platform
each month, while 500 job seekers
have registered their interest in
courses listed on FastLearn over
the past month, said a spokesman.
FastJobs was incubated by Singapore Press Holdings and officially
launched in 2015. The job-matching mobile app has been downloaded more than 2.5 million times
by users in the region, said FastJobs.
aqing@sph.com.sg

Ms Nurlydia Abdul Razak, who has been a nurse for five years, stepped forward to help when she saw a woman lying
injured on a walkway after a brawl involving more than 10 people in Clarke Quay on Dec 19. ST PHOTO: KHALID BABA

I had to help, says nurse who
aided Clarke Quay brawl victim
A video
screengrab
showing
Ms Nurlydia
speaking to a
paramedic and
tending to the
injured woman,
who was
bleeding from
a wound on
her right arm.

Kok Yufeng

When she heard a scream and saw
blood on the walkway as she was
leaving The Central @ Clarke
Quay on Dec 19, Ms Nurlydia Abdul Razak had only one thought.
A woman was lying injured on a
nearby walkway after a brawl involving more than 10 people, and
the nurse knew she needed to step
forward and help.
What she did not expect was for
videos of her at the scene to go viral, with family, friends and even
colleagues asking her if she was involved in the altercation.
So far, 12 people have been
charged over their alleged involvement in the brawl, which happened at around 10.35pm outside
The Tipsy Cow bar and bistro at 6
Eu Tong Sen Street.
Three people were injured in the
fight, including a woman, 27, and
her male companion, 36.
Speaking to The New Paper on
Tuesday last week, Ms Nurlydia,
30, a mother of two young children, said she, her husband and
some friends were celebrating a
birthday at The Tipsy Cow when
they heard the commotion.
They left as quickly as they
could, but as they were walking
away, they heard screams.
Ms Nurlydia’s friend’s sister-inlaw was also a nurse and they
rushed over.
Ms Nurlydia said: “Out of fear
(that the brawlers were still there
or would return), another friend
told me not to go. I said we have to
help – if not, why did we become
nurses? If I walked away, I
wouldn’t feel good.”
She said the injured woman was
bleeding from a wound on her
right arm, so the nurses elevated
the arm and used a shirt to stop
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could still smell it.”
Shortly after the incident, people started calling and sending her
viral videos, in which she could be
seen shouting at her friends to
move away as they were telling
her to leave the scene.
She said: “At work, some of my
colleagues saw the video and
asked me about it. That was why I
decided to inform my supervisor.
Even my nieces and nephews saw
the video on TikTok.
“It was so embarrassing.”
But when asked if she would
step forward again, Ms Nurlydia
was unequivocal.
“Even if I am (no longer) a nurse,
I would still help... but next time I
won’t shout.”
yufengk@sph.com.sg
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the bleeding. They kept asking her
questions as the woman was slipping in and out of consciousness.
“She said she had just gotten
married,” Ms Nurlydia added.
She said the woman’s husband
was standing, so no one realised
he was also hurt until he suddenly
lay down.
“It was so dark and he was wearing black. But his shirt was
drenched in blood. When the
paramedics came, we told them to
attend to him first,” she said.
Even with five years of experience as a nurse, including some
time in operating theatres, dealing
with the aftermath of the brawl
was a first for Ms Nurlydia.
“It was quite scary. It was the
first time I had so much blood on
me. Even the next day, I felt like I
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A former correspondent with The Straits Times,
Steve Dawson has been the face of sports
television in Asia for the past 20 years.
Covering sports news, live football, motor racing,
mixed-martial arts and much more, he has
been the senior presenter at ESPN, Fox Sports,
ONE Championship, Porsche Carrera Cup and
Blancpain GT Asia. He also has companies in
Singapore and Hong Kong coaching people
to conduct presentations.

