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Dr Oon Chiew Seng, one of Singa-
pore’s first obstetricians and gynae-
cologists,  has  received  an  hon-
orary degree from the National Uni-
versity of Singapore (NUS) for her 
lifelong dedication to medical edu-
cation and public service.

Dr Oon also set up Singapore’s 
first dementia home.

Yesterday, the 104-year-old was 
presented with the Honorary De-
gree of Doctor of Letters by Presi-
dent Halimah Yacob, who is also 
the NUS chancellor.

The ceremony was held at the Uni-
versity Cultural Centre at NUS Kent 
Ridge Campus.

NUS said that the honour was in 
recognition of Dr Oon’s accomplish-
ments as one of  Singapore’s  pio-
neer  obstetrics  and  gynaecology  
practitioners, as well as for her con-
tributions in women’s health, anti-
ageing science and dementia.

Dr Oon, the youngest of 10 chil-
dren, was born in Penang in 1916. 
She was a nurse in the 1930s. She 
then studied to become a doctor at 
King Edward VII Medical College in 
Singapore,  a  predecessor  institu-
tion of NUS. She graduated in 1948.

During World War II, she contin-
ued her studies in India, where she 
lived in a flat shared by four families 
with 16 children. 

Yesterday, Dr Oon got up from 
her seat with some help but stood 
on her own to receive the degree. 
Her nephew, Dr Oon Chong Hau, de-
livered her speech on her behalf.

In her speech, Dr Oon, who never 
married, said she was delighted to 
receive this distinction from NUS in 
recognition of her life’s work and 
her 75 years of contribution to soci-
ety and nation-building.

Quoting  19th-century  British
prime minister Benjamin Disraeli, 
she said there is no education like 
adversity, and addressing the class 
of 2020 told them this was the best 
time to graduate. 

Dr Oon also shared personal sto-
ries to encourage new graduates to 
persevere in their journey through 
“grit, resilience, integrity and pur-
pose”. 

These are the very same qualities 
that made her a gutsy trailblazer.

“Whenever  you  are  in  a  panic  
mode, remember, get a grip of your-
self,” she said.

Dr  Oon  was  one  of  the  first  
women in the region to qualify as a 
member of the Royal College of Ob-
stetricians  and  Gynaecologists
(O&G) in 1955. She was also the first 
O&G specialist to start her own pri-
vate practice in 1959 after leaving 
the then Kandang Kerbau Hospital. 

She retired in 1991 at the age of 75 
and  travelled  extensively.  But
travel and mahjong could not fill all 
her  time,  she said.  Dr Oon,  who 
drove herself till she was 91, said in 

her speech that mahjong therapy is 
her favourite brain exercise.

After retiring, she worked on set-
ting up the Apex Harmony Lodge 
for dementia patients in Pasir Ris 
and made trips to Australia to learn 
how dementia homes were run.

Singapore’s first dementia home 
opened its doors in 1999, with Dr 
Oon  serving  as  its  chairman  till  
2012. 

Professor Chong Yap Seng, the 
dean of NUS Yong Loo Lin School 
of Medicine, said at the ceremony 
that Dr Oon was heavily involved 
in getting funding for the establish-
ment of the dementia home and 
that she pioneered a new care con-
cept for Alzheimer’s patients in Sin-
gapore  after  studying  eldercare  
homes around the world.

He added  that  she  had  volun-
teered her time at a home for the 
aged sick and “made service to the 
community her life’s theme”. 

Among the numerous accolades 
Dr Oon has received for her clini-
cal and humanitarian work are the 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  
2011 and the Public Service Star in 
2013.

In his speech, NUS president Tan 
Eng Chye said: “She is an inspira-
tion and a role model not only for 
her dedicated community service, 
but also for her refreshingly zestful 
approach to living a full, rich and 
engaged life.”

Dr Oon herself said in a previous 
interview: “People have asked me 
whether I have arrived and am sat-
isfied  with  my  achievements.  I  
asked them: Arrive where? Life is 
not a race. To me, there is no finish-
ing line. It is a journey which I will 
complete in my own time and at 
my own pace.”
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Cultural Centre, 
where she 
received the 
Honorary Degree 
of Doctor of 
Letters
yesterday. 
ST PHOTO: CHONG 
JUN LIANG

Shaffiq Alkhatib
Court Correspondent

A pair of siblings who conspired to 
secure tenders for two companies 
in China in exchange for bribes 
amounting to  about  11.3  million 
yuan  (S$2.3  million)  were  sen-
tenced to jail on Monday.

Teo  Chu  Ha,  also  known  as  
Henry Teo, 72, was sentenced to 
four years and two months’ jail.  
His younger sister Judy Teo Suya 
Bik,  68,  was sentenced to three 
years and five months’ jail. 

She  was  also  ordered  to  pay  

more than $2 million, the amount 
she had received, as a penalty. If 
she is unable to pay the amount, 
she  will  spend  an  additional  18  
months behind bars .

In August last year, District Judge 
Ng Cheng Thiam found the two Sin-
gaporeans guilty of 50 counts of en-
gaging in a conspiracy to commit 
graft. He also found them guilty of 
one count each of dealing with the 
benefits of criminal conduct. 

This is because Henry Teo trans-
ferred more than $700,000, which 
formed part of the bribes, from his 
sister’s bank account to his own. 

The court earlier heard that the 
tenders were awarded by technol-
ogy firm Seagate Technology Inter-
national, where Henry Teo worked 
as senior director of logistics.

He had used his position in the 
firm and also his position as a mem-
ber of the committee awarding the 
tenders to obtain confidential in-
formation belonging to Seagate.

His sister then used the informa-
tion  to  help  Shanghai  Long-Dis-
tance  Transportation  (SLT)  and  
Feili International Transport (FIT) 
obtain the tenders.

According to court documents, 
Seagate held a tender for trucking 
routes in China in 2006 and 2009. 
On both occasions, Henry Teo was 
in the committee awarding the ten-
der.

Deputy  Public  Prosecutors
Navin Naidu and Ang Siok Chen 
had said in their submissions that 
Judy Teo used the confidential in-
formation  her  brother  provided  
“as an advantage” to assist SLT and 
FIT in securing the tenders.

In exchange, she received a 10 
per cent “commission” of the rev-
enue they earned based on pay-
ments made by Seagate.

The commission was paid to her 
as “consultancy fees”, under a con-
tract  entered  between  the  two  
companies in China and another 
company, Twin Palms.

The DPPs also said the siblings 
used  the  bank  account  of  Judy  
Teo’s former boyfriend to receive 
the bribes. 

The  siblings  intend  to  appeal  
against their conviction and sen-
tence. 

ashaffiq@sph.com.sg

Oon Chiew Seng also made contributions in 
women’s health, anti-ageing science, dementia

LIFE IS NOT A RACE

People have asked me whether I 
have arrived and am satisfied with 
my achievements. I asked them: 
Arrive where? Life is not a race. To 
me, there is no finishing line. It is a 
journey which I will complete in my 
own time and at my own pace.

’’DR OON CHIEW SENG, one of Singapore’s first obstetricians 
and gynaecologists, in a previous interview. 

Jail for two siblings in $2.3m 
bribery case involving tenders

NUS honours 
104-year-old 
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Teo Chu Ha, also known as 
Henry Teo, 72, was 
sentenced to four years 
and two months’ jail. His 
younger sister Judy Teo 
Suya Bik, 68, was 
sentenced to three years 
and five months’ jail. She 
was also ordered to pay 
more than $2 million, the 
amount she had received, 
as a penalty. 
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