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While  some  industry  experts  are  
hailing  news  of  the  recent  High  
Court move to order more piracy 
websites to be blocked as a ban on 
certain streaming applications pre-
loaded on  Android  boxes,  others  
are not so sure.

They  say  blocking  a  website
means preventing access and cut-
ting off links. But there is no out-
right ban on the apps or the boxes, 
which are popular as they give Inter-
net users access to content from all 
over the world.

On Nov 2, the High Court ordered 
eight new piracy websites and any 
others  related  to  them  to  be
blocked, bringing the total number 
of  such  websites  blocked  to  just  
over 60 since amended copyright 
rules kicked in four years ago.

Three weeks later,  Hong Kong-
based trade body Asia Video Indus-
try Association (Avia) announced 
that illegal streaming apps on An-
droid TV boxes have been banned 
in Singapore with the latest ruling. 

The Avia statement issued last Fri-
day  did  not  mention  the  eight  
blocked domain names which had il-
legally streamed content, much of 
which was in Chinese. Instead, it  
stated: “The High Court ordered Sin-
gapore’s Internet service providers 
to block access to popular illegal ap-
plications that are frequently sold 
preloaded on Android TV boxes.

“These apps, which flagrantly in-
fringe copyright by acting as gate-
ways to websites streaming pirated 
content, are preloaded on TV boxes 
which are overtly sold in retail out-
lets such as Sim Lim Square, IT exhi-
bitions and on popular e-markets.”

Avia’s interpretation of the High 
Court ruling was reported by some 
media outlets.

The  statement  also  carried  a  
quote  from  Mr  Louis  Boswell,
Avia’s chief executive, saying: “Avia 
welcomes  the  court’s  decision to  
block access to such popular ISD (il-
licit  streaming  device)  applica-
tions. We have always maintained 
that illicit streaming devices are ille-
gal in Singapore.”

The decision to block the eight 
piracy websites came after an appli-
cation filed last month by Singtel 
and  copyright  holders  Fox  Net-
works Group Singapore, NGC Net-
work Asia, Fox International Chan-
nels (US) and The Football Associa-
tion Premier League.

These firms are members of Avia.
While  all  Internet  service

providers  here  have  blocked  the  

piracy sites as required, observers 
say only the links in the apps to the 
infringing  sites  are  blocked.  The  
apps  that  lead  to  these  sites  are  
themselves not banned.

Mr Harish Pillay of the non-profit 
Internet  Society  said:  “Avia  is
adding its own spin to create fear, 
uncertainty and doubt.”

A  lawyer,  who  declined  to  be  
named,  is  concerned  that  Avia’s  
“leap in logic” that Android TV box 
apps have been banned could preju-
dice  a  separate  ongoing  case
against two Android TV box sellers.

In January this year, retail firms 
Synnex Trading and An-Nahl, and 
their  directors,  were  hauled  to  
court by pay-TV operators Singtel 
and StarHub, Fox Networks Group 
and  the  Premier  League  for  al-
legedly  infringing  copyright  by
helping people access pirated con-
tent via media streaming boxes.

The complainant in the criminal 
case against  Synnex Trading and 
An-Nahl is Mr Neil Gane, general 
manager of Avia’s Coalition Against 
Piracy (CAP) unit. Formed in Octo-
ber last year, CAP’s members in-
clude the Cable and Satellite Broad-
casting Association of Asia, which 
has StarHub and Singtel as mem-
bers,  as well  as Fox,  the Premier 
League and HBO Asia.
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The  President’s  Challenge  is  ex-
pected to raise $13 million this year, 
a record amount for the annual com-
munity outreach and fund-raising 
campaign.

As part of the campaign, it  has 
raised $2.5 million for the Empower-
ing for Life Fund (ELF) which was 

launched earlier this year. This will 
be  matched  by  the  Government,  
bringing the total to $5 million. 

This amount was announced by 
President  Halimah  Yacob  during  
the President’s Challenge apprecia-
tion night at the Istana yesterday.

The ELF aims to empower vulner-
able groups through skills upgrad-
ing to help them find employment. 
It  supports  13  organisations  this  

year, such as Methodist Welfare Ser-
vices, Autism Resource Centre and 
Metta Welfare Association. 

Madam Halimah said: “Employ-
ment is important as it helps them 
sustain a livelihood and be indepen-
dent.  More  importantly,  it  helps  
these individuals and their families 
regain dignity and self-worth. 

“As  we  talk  about  SkillsFuture  
and lifelong learning as a nation, it 

is perhaps even more critical that 
we support those who are less fortu-
nate to upgrade their skills, so that 
they too have fair opportunities to 
secure employment.”

Madam Halimah gave out tokens 
of  appreciation to 70 top donors  
and volunteers. They included or-
ganisations such as the Republic of 
Singapore Air Force and the Insti-
tute of Technical Education.

There  have  also  been  more
donors  and  volunteers  this  year.  
The number of donor organisations 
grew from 47 in 2013 to 82 this year. 

Over 8,000 young people volun-
teered  for  the  President’s  Chal-
lenge this year, almost 40 per cent 
more than last year,  Madam Hal-
imah said. 
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The former director of an innova-
tion and enterprise company under 
Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU)  was  yesterday  accused  of  
cheating  organisations,  including  
his then-employer, of $225,000.

Cheng Choong Hung, 55, who was 
from NTUitive, was charged with 22 
counts of cheating. He also faces 96 
counts of dealing with the benefits 
of his alleged criminal activities and 
two charges of abetment to know-
ingly give false quotations with the 
intent to deceive NTUitive.

An alleged accomplice, Louise Lai 

Pei Hsien, 42, former director of IT 
firm I-KnowHow, was also charged 
yesterday with 15 counts of cheating 
involving $191,000.

In 10 charges allegedly involving 
Cheng, Lai is said to have submitted 
invoices from I-KnowHow to NTU, 
NTUitive and TechBiz Xccelerator 
– a  wholly-owned  subsidiary  of
NTUitive – for works not done by 
her then-employer. As a result, the 
organisations were duped into pay-
ing the IT firm $117,000 from Au-
gust 2014 to February 2015.

In another three charges, Lai and 
Cheng allegedly worked together to 
cheat NTUitive by submitting in-
voices from I-KnowHow to Ms Lu Ji-

awen, who was then working for 
TechBiz Xccelerator.

A  statement  from  the  Corrupt  
Practices  Investigation  Bureau
(CPIB) said these invoices were for 
developmental  works  supposedly  
outsourced  by  Ms  Lu  to  I-
KnowHow. NTUitive was then al-
legedly  induced  to  disburse
$44,000 to Ms Lu in 2015.

Without Cheng, Lai allegedly con-
spired  with  her  husband  Wong  
Chee Leong to cheat NTU of  an-
other $30,000 in 2016.

According to court papers, Cheng 
allegedly conspired with Ms Lu and 
director of design and technology 
studio Voidworks Fung Kwok Pan 

to commit cheating offences involv-
ing $64,000 in 2015 and 2016.

Cheng is also accused of conspir-
ing  with  Mr  Amunumulle  Jayas-
inghe  Mudiyanselage  Udeepa
Gayantha Jayasinghe, then a techni-
cal manager at NTU, to give false 
quotations from Voidworks to a fi-
nancial  controller  at  NTUitive  in  

2015. This was allegedly done to de-
ceive and mislead NTUitive.

In addition, Cheng is accused of 
concealing more than $200,000 of 
his alleged ill-gotten gains in a bank 
account  belonging  to  a  Mr  Xu  
Meng, whose identity was not re-
vealed in court documents.  In its  
statement,  CPIB said it  has since 
seized about $281,000 from Cheng.

Responding to queries from The 
Straits Times, NTU said Cheng was 
employed  at  the  university  be-
tween June 2013 and June 2016. 

An NTU spokesman said: “NTU re-
ported the matter to the CPIB in Au-
gust 2016 as soon as it found out 
about the alleged wrongdoing. The 
university is unable to comment as 
the matter is undergoing court pro-
ceedings.”

Cheng is out on bail of $50,000 
while Lai’s bail was set at $20,000. 
The two Singaporeans will be back 
in court on Jan 3. 
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Orchard  Road  will  go  smoke-
free from Jan 1 next year, when 
lighting up in public areas will be 
allowed only within designated 
smoking areas and there will be 
no  more  smoking  corners  in  
eateries within the precinct. 

The  National  Environment  
Agency (NEA) will be ramping 
up publicity for the No Smoking 
Zone  in  the  coming  weeks  
through  signs,  advertisements  
and other efforts to keep both lo-
cals  and  tourists  informed,  it  
said in an update yesterday. 

The  precinct-wide  smoking  
ban, first  announced last year,  
was set to kick in in July this year 
but was pushed back to the end 
of the year to give businesses in 
the area more time to prepare.

About 40 designated smoking 
areas have been set up at suit-
able locations as of Nov 22 to en-
sure  the  main  Orchard  Road  
pedestrian thoroughfare would 
be smoke-free, the NEA said. 

Most of the smoking areas are 
spaced  between  100m  and  
200m apart. 

Brochures listing the locations 
of designated smoking areas will 
be made available at  shopping 
malls and places where tobacco 
products  are  sold,  while  signs  
will be erected near lamp posts 
and bins in the area, the agency 
said. 

Advertisements  will  also  be  
put up at MRT stations, selected 
bus stops and on buses that ply 
Orchard Road. 

To  keep  foreign  visitors  in-
formed, the Singapore Tourism 
Board has incorporated informa-
tion on its website about the No 
Smoking  Zone,  which  is  bor-
dered  by  Tanglin  Mall  to  the  
west, Dhoby Ghaut MRT station 
to the east and Goodwood Park 
Hotel to the north. 

There will also be publicity ma-
terials displayed at points of en-
try such as Changi Airport, the 
Singapore Cruise Centre and Ma-
rina  Bay  Cruise  Centre,  and  
travel agents, tourist guides and 
hotels will be informed. 

The NEA said it  will take an 
“advisory approach” for the first 
three  months  of  the  roll-out,  
when those caught smoking out-
side of designated smoking ar-
eas will receive a verbal warning. 

Repeat  offenders  and  those  
caught  doing  so  from  April  1,  
however, may face fines of up to 
$1,000.

“NEA will monitor the compli-
ance  to  the  Orchard Road  No  
Smoking Zone and step up en-
forcement presence where nec-
essary. Operators and managers 
of smoking-prohibited premises 
are also required by law to re-
quest smokers to cease smoking 
or direct them to the nearest des-
ignated  smoking  area  if  they  
wish  to  continue  smoking,”  it  
said in a statement. 
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Metta Cafe apprentices Heng Shen, 26, and Shirley Heng, 28, presenting cookies to President Halimah Yacob and her husband, Mr Mohamed Abdullah Alhabshee, at the President’s Challenge appreciation 
night at the Istana yesterday. Metta Welfare Association is one of the beneficiaries of the Empowering for Life Fund, and the President’s Challenge has raised $2.5 million for the fund. ST PHOTO: GAVIN FOO

In 10 charges allegedly involving 
Cheng Choong Hung, Louise Lai Pei 
Hsien is said to have submitted 
invoices from I-KnowHow to NTU, 
NTUitive and TechBiz Xccelerator – a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of NTUitive 
– for works not done by her
then-employer.
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While all Internet service 
providers here have 
blocked the piracy sites as 
required, observers say 
only the links in the apps to 
the infringing sites are 
blocked. The apps that 
lead to these sites are 
themselves not banned.
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