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A 28-year-old man, who was sen-
tenced to 16 weeks’ jail in February 
for defaulting on his national ser-
vice (NS) obligations for more than 
a  decade,  withdrew  his  appeal  
against his sentence yesterday.

Jonathan Tan Huai En, the older 
son  of  Senior  Counsel  Tan  Chee  
Meng, was allowed to start serving 
his jail term on Oct 6. 

A  separate  case  involving  his  
younger brother,  Isaac  Tan  Yang 
En,  25,  also  for  dodging  NS,  has  
been scheduled to be mentioned on 
the same day in the State Courts.

Yesterday, Mr Tan Chee Meng de-
clined  to  comment  when  ap-
proached outside the courtroom.

Jonathan Tan had pleaded guilty 
on Jan 13 to two counts of remain-
ing  outside  Singapore  without  a  
valid exit permit between Dec 22, 
2004 and May 4, 2015. He returned 
to Singapore on May 5, 2015, and en-
listed for NS on Jan 8 last year.

Isaac Tan allegedly remained out-
side Singapore without a valid exit 
permit between Aug 15, 2006 and 
Aug 5, 2015. He is also accused of 
failing to comply with the Further 
Reporting Order from July 31, 2009 
to Aug 5, 2015.

The two brothers, their sister and 
their  mother migrated to Canada 
on Dec 1, 2000, with no intention of 
returning to Singapore. Their father 
remained here because of a lack of 
employment  opportunities  over-
seas, according to court papers.

In  July,  the  High  Court  issued  
fresh  sentencing  benchmarks  for  
NS dodgers, setting out four sen-
tencing bands based on the length 
of default. The benchmarks “ampli-
fied” punishments for those who de-
fault for longer periods as it affects 
their  fitness  for  service  and  the  
time they can serve as reservists.

In particular, for those who evade 
NS for seven to 10 years, the start-
ing point is five to eight months’ jail.
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An Immigration and Checkpoints 
Authority  (ICA)  sergeant  was
hauled  to  court  on  corruption
charges yesterday.

Catherine Lim Zhi Yin, now 26, al-
legedly accepted or agreed to ac-
cept bribes totalling $1,680 as a re-
ward  for  granting  30-day  social  
visit passes to 28 Thai women.

Lim,  who  was  unrepresented,  
faces seven counts of corruption.

She  is  accused  of  accepting  or  

agreeing to accept the monies from 
Singaporean  Raymond  Lim  Boon  
Ian,  now  36,  between  December  
2014 and February 2015. Raymond 
Lim, who was dealt with in court on 
April  24,  has  been  sentenced  to  
eight months’ jail for corruption.

Court papers did not mention why 
the Thai women were in Singapore.

The court heard that Lim intends 
to plead guilty to her offences and 
wants to apply to the Criminal Le-
gal Aid Scheme for assistance.

Responding to queries from The 
Straits Times, the ICA said that Lim 

has been interdicted from service 
since March 7, 2015.

The ICA  said it  takes  a  serious  
view of errant officers, and added: 
“As guardians of Singapore’s check-
points, ICA officers are expected to 
discharge their duties profession-
ally and maintain a high standard of 
integrity.”

The  authority  also  said  it  had  
worked  closely  with  the  Corrupt  
Practices  Investigation  Bureau
(CPIB) when the case was surfaced 
through ICA’s internal checks and 
investigations.

In a statement, the CPIB said Sin-
gapore adopts a zero-tolerance ap-
proach  towards  corruption  and
that the bureau will not hesitate to 
take  action  against  anybody  in-

volved in such acts.
Lim is out on bail and will be back 

in court on Oct 12.
Offenders  convicted  of  corrup-

tion can be jailed for up to five years 
and fined up to $100,000 for each 
charge.
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A  full-time  national  serviceman  
who apparently had not slept for at 
least  24  hours  was  behind  the  
wheel of a five-seater sports utility 
vehicle (SUV) when it veered to the 
right and smashed head-on into a 
tree  along Changi  Coast  Road,  a  
coroner’s court heard.

Mr Yukio Matsuo,  21,  was pro-
nounced  dead  at  the  scene  at  
7.23am on July 29 last year, after he 
was extricated from the severely 
damaged vehicle. His five passen-
gers, all regulars from the Republic 
of Singapore Navy, were asleep at 
the time of impact and suffered in-
juries of varying severity.

At an inquest into Mr Matsuo’s 
death yesterday,  the court heard 
he had played games and mahjong, 
as well  as  chatted with his  navy 
mates at Aloha chalet, before head-
ing for breakfast at around 5am.

Mr Matsuo had told his father he 
would not be returning home after 
his  day of  work at  Changi  Naval  
Base. He said he would be attending 
a gathering at a chalet, and would 
be reporting back to camp directly.

State Coroner  Marvin Bay said 
Mr Matsuo had stayed up the en-
tire night after work to chat, as well 

as play cards and mahjong, with his 
fellow servicemen.

He said fatigue from inadequate 
rest likely compromised his ability to 
operate the car safely. The SUV had 
veered to the right while travelling 
on a straight road, and hit the tree.

Given that all five passengers had 
engaged in the same activities the 
night before, had fallen asleep and 
were oblivious about the cause of 
the crash, it would be reasonable to 
expect Mr Matsuo might be simi-
larly  fatigued  from  inadequate
rest, the coroner said.

Finding his death to be an “unfor-
tunate traffic misadventure”, he said 
this case amply demonstrates the 
profound dangers of driving while 
sleep-deprived.  The  sad  circum-
stances of Mr Matsuo’s demise are a 
stark lesson on the catastrophic con-
sequences that can ensue from sleep 
deprivation to the driver, as well as 
his passengers, he added.
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The damaged SUV being towed away. The driver died while the five passengers, who were asleep at the time of impact, suffered injuries of varying severity. PHOTO: LIANHE WANBAO

Our heartfelt congratulations
to His Majesty King Abdullah
Abdulaziz Al Saud and the
people of Saudi Arabia on the
momentous occasion of heir
85th National Day. We are
honoured to have been a part
of your journey of growth and
prosperity. May your country
continue to shine as you embark
on exciting challenges and
embrace a bright new future!
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State Coroner Marvin Bay 
said Mr Yukio Matsuo 
had stayed up the entire 
night after work to chat, as 
well as play cards and 
mahjong, with his fellow 
servicemen. He said 
fatigue from inadequate 
rest likely compromised 
his ability to operate the 
car safely. 
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