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A personal banker who fired an air-
soft pistol at passers-by from his
second-storey Clementi flat has
had his sentence cut to one week’s
detention and 150 hours of commu-
nity service on appeal.

Ernest Sim, 27, shot Ms Bian Xin,
29, in the chest with a white
ball-shaped pellet from his flat at
Block 101, Clementi Street 14 on
Jan 26 last year.

Sim admitted causing hurt, pos-
sessing an airsoft pistol and import-
ing an airsoft pistol in December
2013 without a licence.

Five other charges were also tak-
en into consideration, which in-
cluded separate incidents involv-
ing two other victims.

He was jailed for seven weeks
and fined $12,000 by a district
court in August last year.

The High Court’s move to cut his
sentence followed a post-sentence
test by the Health Sciences Authori-
ty (HSA) which was “inconclusive”
as to the degree of danger posed by
the arms in question.

Justice Chan Seng Onn allowed
the appeal on the further ground
that there was nothing in the state-
ment of facts which suggested the
victim had suffered any “bodily
pain” or injury.

“It is not enough that hurt could
potentially be caused if there is no
evidence of actual hurt caused,” he
said in judgment grounds released
yesterday.

Sim had brought the guns into
Singapore from Thailand, first us-
ing them to shoot at trees and inani-
mate objects.

But this escalated when he began
shooting at people from his sec-
ond-storey flat, taking aim as they
walked along the public areas be-
low. In January last year alone, he
shot at three unsuspecting persons
on four occasions.

When he appealed against his
sentence, Deputy Public Prosecu-
tor Prem Raj Prabakaran pressed
for a one-week jail term in the
wake of the HSA finding.

Justice Chan commended the
prosecution for the “candour and
even-handedness” in disclosing
the HSA test results although it was
adverse to the prosecution’s case.

Both parties agreed to reduce the
charge to a lesser offence as the
statement of facts did not show
that hurt had been caused to the
victim.

“Without further reference to
the requirement that hurt has to be
caused... even a ‘Nerf’ gun (a toy
gun firing soft foam darts), a Laser
Tag gun (which discharges no pro-
jectile whatsoever) or a toddler’s

water pistol is a dangerous weap-
on,” said Justice Chan.

He expressed doubt if the victim
was actually hurt or was “merely an-
noyed or irritated”.

Sim’s lawyers Shashi Nathan and
Tania Chin pointed out in mitiga-
tion that he had expressed re-
morse, compensated the victims
and had no previous convictions.

Justice Chan said Sim was “very
fortunate” no serious injuries were
caused from the airsoft guns which
could hurt if fired into a person’s
eye, for instance.

He made it clear Sim’s conduct
was “clearly anti-social and harm-
ful to the community” but the hurt
in this case was “transient at best”.

He convicted Sim on the reduced
charge and sentenced him to a
week’s detention and 150 hours of
community service. The $12,000
fine and compensation paid in rela-
tion to the other two charges were
ordered to stand.
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A police officer has admitted receiv-
ing $35,000 in bribes to help a man
avoid being charged with taking
upskirt videos.

Staff Sergeant Woo Poh Liang, 29,
pleaded guilty on Tuesday to two
corruption charges as well as six un-
related charges of buying illegal
4-D lottery tickets, placing bets
with a bookmaker on the 2014
World Cup and acting as a runner

for a bookmaker.
Woo was an investigation officer

at Clementi Police Division when
he took bribes from Filipino Angelo
Salvador Beltran, 45, in 2014.

He has been suspended from ser-
vice since January last year.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Nor-
man Yew said that on Sept 10, 2014,
Woo took a statement from Beltran
who had been caught taking an
upskirt video at Jurong East MRT
station on May 22.

Although a large number of up-
skirt videos were found on

Beltran’s devices, Woo suggested
writing in Beltran’s statement that
he had taken just five of them.

Beltran went with the number as
he understood that Woo was trying
to do something favourable for him.

Six days later, Beltran handed a
psychiatric report to Woo, who told
him that his case was very serious.

Woo asked Beltran if they could
trust each other, and Beltran said
“yes”. He then told Beltran that his
father was sick with cancer, and
asked him for $100,000.

When Beltran said he had only
$35,000, Woo asked for all the mon-
ey that he had and Beltran said he
would withdraw it the next day.

Woo then asked for $25,000 to be
given to him the next day, in $1,000

bills. Beltran agreed as he knew
that, in return, Woo would help him
to avoid being charged.

On Sept 17, Beltran withdrew
$25,000 and $10,000 from two
bank accounts. Beltran handed the
$25,000 in an envelope to Woo at a
taxi stand, along with a letter re-
questing the return of his passport.

Later that day, Beltran texted Woo
to say that he was required to travel
to the United States for training the
following week. Woo told him to
bring a letter from his company to
the police station.

When Beltran arrived, Woo told
him that he could not get his pass-
port back.

He took Beltran to an interview
room and asked him how much

money he had. When Beltran said
he had only $10,000 left, Woo
asked for the sum as well. Beltran
then handed it over and Woo told
him he had a “90 to 95 per cent
chance of getting a warning”.

But the Attorney-General’s Cham-
bers did not accept a recommenda-
tion that Beltran be given a stern
warning. Woo told Beltran the next
day that he would be charged, but
that he would help him to get a

lighter sentence.
On Sept 25 the same year, acting

on his lawyer’s advice, Beltran com-
plained to the Corrupt Practices In-
vestigation Bureau about Woo’s
conduct. Woo’s lawyer Nakoorsha
A.K. will give his mitigation plea on
Oct 11. The maximum punishment
for corruption is a $100,000 fine
and five years’ jail on each charge.
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A taxi driver “lost control” of his ve-
hicle, causing an accident which
left three people in hospital and a
trail of destruction across all eight
lanes of Scotts Road yesterday.

Witnesses said the blue Comfort-
DelGro cab was exiting Claymore
Hill beside Shaw House when it
barged past a white Toyota Al-
phard, before hitting a passing
Hyundai Avante just before 2pm.

It then crashed through the cen-
tre divider and hit a passing dark
grey Volvo on the other side, be-
fore coming to a stop against a
lamp post in front of Scotts Square.

The impact was so strong that
the Volvo’s airbags were deployed.

The taxi driver – thought to be a
man in his 60s – was taken to hospi-
tal unconscious with a head
wound, along with the driver of the
Hyundai and a boy understood to
have been a passenger in the Volvo.

Mr Jumaat Azhar, 24, who works
at the nearby Michael Kors outlet,
told The Straits Times: “The taxi
driver was completely covered in
blood and unconscious. I think he
was bleeding from his head.”

He rushed out to help after hear-
ing “a loud bang”. Mr Jumaat added
that a man was attending to the
taxi driver, so he called 995 before
sprinting back into the mall to get
an automated external defibrilla-
tor kit.

“The accident caused a traffic
jam that stretched all the way back
beyond what I could see,” he said.

The driver of the seven-seater
Toyota Alphard, Mr Hisham Ba-
darun, 47, a driver for a construc-
tion company, told The Straits
Times he was waiting to filter onto
Scotts Road from Claymore Hill
when he was struck by the taxi.

“It hit me from behind, then re-
versed, then moved forward and
hit me again, before squeezing past
on my left side onto the main road.

I think the driver lost control of the
vehicle.” Except for “a big shock”,
Mr Hisham was fine. His was the on-
ly vehicle in which everyone es-
caped unscathed.

The driver of the silver Hyundai
Avante, Mr Rashid Hassim, 32, was
heading to his office in Tampines
from Ion Orchard.

“It was loud, and my car spun.

Now, the left side of my body is in
pain, from my chest to my leg,” said
the IT support engineer.

The conditions of the taxi driver
and boy were not known last night.
The Singapore Civil Defence Force
sent three ambulances to the
scene. Police are investigating.
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Top: After hitting two cars, the blue taxi ploughed through the road divider
and rammed into a dark grey Volvo on the other side. Above: One of the three
injured being taken to hospital. ST PHOTOS: WONG KWAI CHOW, FABIAN KOH
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BOY WHO DIED ON BUS TOLD MUM LAST WEEK:

ISSUE OF HURT CAUSED
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’’JUSTICECHAN SENG ONN, in reducing
Ernest Sim’s sentence.
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