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schooled and patients stable
enough to be referred there. 

“Since these clinics are manned
by oncology-trained nurses, we al-
so have to be selective when it
comes to the patients we see
there.”

One of her patients, Ms Iffat Ara

A drug that protects bones from
breaking will be administered at
satellite clinics in the community
instead of just at the National Uni-
versity Cancer Institute, Singapore
(NCIS) in Kent Ridge, making it
more convenient for cancer pa-
tients who need the treatment.

Jurong Medical Centre (JMC),
one of the clinics running the NCIS
on the Go programme, has already
been offering short infusions of
the drug called zoledronic acid
since March, after getting approval
from the Health Ministry.

NCIS plans to expand the service
in 2023 to its two other community
clinics – Keat Hong Family Medi-
cine Clinic in Choa Chu Kang and
Frontier Family Medicine Clinic in
Clementi. 

It also hopes to launch a satellite
clinic in Serangoon in 2024. 

Zoledronic acid prevents frac-
tures caused by cancers. 

It is also given to patients with
early breast cancer who are on hor-
mone therapy, to protect against
osteoporosis. 

Professor Lee Soo Chin, who
heads NCIS’ haematology-oncolo-
gy department, said: “This is in-
fused straight into the blood-
stream so the nurses in charge of
the community clinics need to be

Nurjahan, is on hormone therapy
and needs an infusion every six
months to protect her bones from
deteriorating. The 57-year-old in-
terpreter, who lives in Woodlands,
was diagnosed with stage 2B breast
cancer four years ago.

“If I were to travel by train to

NCIS, it would take me 50 minutes,
and I would have to wait at the clin-
ic for at least an hour for my turn. 

“Now it takes me only about 35
minutes by train to JMC and, as it is
by appointment only, the nurse
would be the one waiting for me
rather than the other way around,”

she said.
The NCIS on the Go clinic at JMC

allowed only one infusion treat-
ment a week when it started, but
scaled up to one treatment a day
from May.

“We are looking at 213 zoledro-
nate infusions a year, and this

means that by expanding the ser-
vice to the other two clinics, it can
potentially accommodate 27 per
cent of the total zoledronate work-
load at NCIS,” Prof Lee said.

The idea of NCIS on the Go
stemmed from former health min-
ister Gan Kim Yong’s 2017 strategy
of “beyond hospital to the com-
munity”. 

Since February 2017, NCIS on the
Go has let cancer patients receive
selected cancer services and treat-
ments in the community, strictly
by appointment. 

These patients had their initial
chemotherapy treatment at NCIS,
but were certified as “low risk” and
“safe” by doctors with regard to re-
ceiving subsequent treatment in
the community.

This includes blood taking, car-
ing for long-term intravenous
lines, and the removal of chemo-
therapy infusion pumps.

“By moving simple cancer treat-
ments to the community, low-risk
patients who live near these satel-
lite centres benefit by saving on
travelling time, waiting time as
well as travelling costs,” Prof Lee
said.

SBS Transit assistant manager
Khairuddin Haron lives a 10-min-
ute walk away from JMC in Jurong
West, where he goes to get his pe-
ripherally inserted central catheter
cleaned by a nurse twice a week.

The 34-year-old with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, a type of cancer that
affects the lymphatic system, said
he would otherwise “have to travel
40 to 50 minutes by train to NCIS
and wait another 30 to 45 min-
utes”. 

Prof Lee said that while NCIS
looks after the western region, its
doctors also see patients who live
in the “northern and eastern parts
of the island”. 

“So in 2024, NCIS on the Go will
have a satellite clinic in Serangoon. 

“We are currently working with
family clinics to see if there is space
and that it is easily accessible by
public transport. 

“With our patients coming also
from the east, we are looking to
grow NCIS on the Go islandwide.”

Satellite clinics to administer drug to
prevent fractures caused by cancer
Patients save on travel
and waiting times as
NCIS expands drug
infusion service
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Nurse Tan Yee Chuen helping Ms Iffat Ara Nurjahan, who lives in Woodlands, with the intravenous infusion as part of her cancer treatment at Jurong Medical Centre on
Friday. The interpreter, who was diagnosed with breast cancer, spends less time travelling and waiting for her treatment now. ST PHOTO: BRIAN TEO

AT THE COURTS

A quality control surveyor was
killed after a shipping container
weighing more than two tonnes
was lowered onto him, and the
state coroner has found that the
stacker operator who moved it had
failed to comply with safety proce-
dures.

In his findings into Mr Teo Ser
Kiong’s death, State Coroner
Adam Nakhoda said that Mr Aru-
mugam Ganesan had driven a
stacker while concurrently lower-
ing a container at a depot in Pio-
neer Crescent on Oct 1, 2021.

The State Coroner added: “He
failed to see that Mr Teo was
standing where he intended to
place the… container and as a re-
sult, the container was lowered on-
to Mr Teo. 

“I found that this failure to com-
ply with the (safe work proce-
dures) dealing with moving and
placing shipping containers was
the primary reason for the acci-

dent.”
In addition, he found that Mr

Teo, 49, who was also an oper-
ations executive for Allied Con-
tainer (Engineers & Manufactur-
ers), had not complied with a key
requirement of the firm’s traffic
management plan (TMP).

In his findings dated May 19, the
State Coroner said that, according
to evidence, Mr Teo did not inform
a depot manager he was entering
the working area where the con-
tainers were located. The TMP re-
quired staff to notify the depot
manager before going into such an
area.

The depot manager would then
alert stacker operators, so the op-
erators could either avoid the area
or stop work in the relevant area
that the staff would be in.

State Coroner Nakhoda, who
found Mr Teo’s death to be a work-
related misadventure, said that
while there was an attempt to de-
marcate pedestrian and vehicular
areas within the depot, the demar-
cation was not consistently main-
tained as it had faded due to ero-
sion.

Stressing that the demarcated
safe pedestrian walkways should
have been maintained regardless
of the speed at which the lines fad-
ed, he added: “If this required
more frequent repainting of the
markings, then this should have
been done. 

“If there had been clearly demar-
cated areas for vehicles and pedes-
trians… then it was possible that
Mr Teo would have realised that he
was standing in a non-pedestrian
area and moved to a safer pedestri-
an area to complete his task.”

Mr Teo joined Allied on March 1,
2015. His job entailed surveying,
inspecting and verifying contain-
ers within the depot, which was
primarily used as a storage facility
for empty shipping containers.

Shortly before the tragedy, he
was seen holding a stack of papers
while standing at a storage area
and appeared to be checking some
containers.

At around 8.45am on Oct 1, 2021,
Mr Arumugam used a stacker to
move a container that was 6.06m
long, 2.44m wide and 2.59m high.

State Coroner Nakhoda said:

“When Mr Arumugam fully lo-
wered the accident container to
ground level… he observed that the
container was uneven on the
ground.

“From experience, he realised
that this meant that there was so-
mething underneath the accident
container.”

Mr Arumugam then operated
the stacker to raise the container
and saw Mr Teo lying on the
ground. He immediately got out of
the stacker and told a depot man-
ager about what had happened. 

The police and Singapore Civil
Defence Force were alerted at
about 9am and Mr Teo, who suf-
fered multiple injuries, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The tragedy was the 30th work-
place fatality in 2021. In total, there
were 37 workplace deaths for the
whole of that year.

There were 46 workplace fatal-
ities in 2022 and, as at May 23,
there have been 11 workplace
deaths in 2023.

In a bid to improve worker safe-
ty, firms will have to deploy video
surveillance systems at construc-
tion sites for projects valued at $5
million or more from June 2024.

The new requirement is part of a
suite of measures the Ministry of
Manpower announced on Tuesday
to reduce workplace deaths and
injuries.

Man crushed by container: Coroner
finds procedures were not followed
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During a family gathering at a res-
taurant in Resorts World Sentosa,
Shae Toh Hock told his sister and
her husband about an impending
takeover of an Australian paint
company by Nippon Paint Hold-
ings. 

Shae, a senior vice-president at
one of Nippon’s subsidiaries,
knew that Nippon would likely ac-
quire DuluxGroup and that it
would likely make an offer with a
premium of around 30 per cent
over Dulux’s existing share price.

Following the conversation,
Shae’s sister and her husband
bought Dulux shares before the
acquisition and subsequently
made a profit of $75,000.

The trio pleaded guilty on Fri-
day to an insider trading charge
each and Shae, 62, was fined
$100,000, while his sister Shae
Hung Yee, 59, and her husband
Siew Boon Liong, 63, were each
fined $150,000.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Ed-
win Soh said Shae Toh Hock was
the senior vice-president of cor-
porate plans and development at
Nipsea Management Company,
and his role included overseeing
merger and acquisition matters
for Nippon. 

Having been tasked with con-
ducting due diligence on Dulux
before the acquisition, Shae Toh
Hock’s team shared a report with
Nipsea’s chief executive on March
20, 2019, which assessed Dulux’s
business positively. 

Despite having signed a letter of
confidentiality barring him from
disclosing the existence of the ac-
quisition to any third party, Shea
told his sister and brother-in-law
about Nippon’s interest in acquir-
ing Dulux during a gathering on
April 7, 2019.

He added that his due diligence
team was impressed with Dulux’s
business and the chances of the
acquisition were very high.

Days later, on April 11, Shae Hung
Yee called her brother, who said
that the price of Dulux shares
would probably rise around 30 per
cent after the acquisition.

After a discussion, Shae Hung

Yee and her husband decided to
purchase Dulux shares.

The next day, Siew placed a buy
order for 40,000 shares in Dulux
costing $295,730.70, of which his
wife funded $100,000. 

Dulux announced Nippon’s ac-
quisition on April 17, 2019. That
day, a total of 15.7 million Dulux
shares were traded – an 865 per
cent increase from the average
daily traded volume in the month
preceding the announcement. Du-
lux’s share price rose 27.1 per cent
from its previous day’s close.

Between April 19 and May 9 that
year, Siew sold all the shares and
the couple netted a profit of
$75,224.36.

On Friday, Senior District Judge
Bala Reddy said the fines imposed
take into account the abuse of po-
sition by Shae Toh Hock and the
greed-driven conspiracy and pre-
meditation exhibited by Shae
Hung Yee and Siew.

While taking into account the
trio’s early plea of guilt, the judge
said it was important to deter in-
sider trading offences.

For insider trading, the trio
could each have been jailed for up
to seven years, fined up to
$250,000, or both.

Insider trading: Three
fined after senior V-P
shares info with kin 
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Shae Toh Hock
(top left), who
was the senior
vice-president of
corporate plans
and development
at Nipsea
Management
Company, told
his sister Shae
Hung Yee (left)
and her husband
Siew Boon Liong
(bottom left)
about Nippon
Paint Holdings’
interest in
acquiring
DuluxGroup
during a family
gathering on
April 7, 2019.

A man who was an active online
gamer when he threw an e-sports
tournament match to win $7,019
via an unlawful remote gambling
service was given four months’ jail
on Friday for corruption.

Malcolm Chung Wai Kiat, 25,
was the second person involved in
the case to be dealt with in court. 

On Thursday, his accomplice
Ryan Tan Shern, 21, who admitted
to a corruption charge in January,
was ordered to undergo reforma-
tive training for at least six
months.

Young people under reformative
training are detained in a centre
and made to follow a strict regi-
men that can include foot drills
and counselling.

Tan and Chung had known each
other since 2014, when they used
to play video game Counter-Strike.

Six years later, Chung represent-
ed a firm called RSG Resurgence
Esports in tournaments.

In August 2020, Tan borrowed
$1,000 from Chung to fund his
gambling habit. Soon after, Chung
kept asking Tan for his money
back.

On Sept 21, 2020, Chung, who
was then slated to play a match in
the Epulze Royal South-east Asia
Cup tournament, asked Tan for
$400. The next day, Tan came up
with the plan for Chung to throw
the match.

The tournament was part of the
Valorant Ignition Series, which in-
volved online first-person shooter
game Valorant. It has two oppos-
ing teams of five players each tak-
ing turns to attack and defend.

At around 6pm on Sept 22, 2020,
Tan suggested that Chung, who

was then the captain of Team Re-
surgence’s Valorant team, throw
his match against Team Blackbird
Ignis from Japan.

The prosecution said that as part
of the plan, bets would be made on
Chung’s team losing the match.
Tan also said he could obtain mon-
ey from his elder brother to place
the bets.

Deputy Public Prosecutor David
Menon said Chung agreed to the
plan as he believed it was the only
way to recoup his money.

A sum of $3,000 was transferred
to Chung’s bank account after Tan
pleaded with his brother for a loan.
According to court documents,
Tan and Chung agreed that Chung
would place bets with the money
and retain a share of the winnings.
Chung then logged into his ac-
count with an unlawful remote
gambling service and placed five
bets totalling $3,000.

DPP Menon said: “Team Resur-
gence lost the match against Team
Blackbird Ignis by a score of 0-2.
(Chung) deliberately underper-
formed and instructed his team-
mates to underperform as well.”

Upon losing the match, Chung
won $7,019 and kept $2,719 for him-
self. He transferred $3,650 to Tan’s
brother and $650 to one of Tan’s
friends. 

On June 24, 2021, the chief oper-
ating officer of RSG Resurgence
Esports lodged a police report af-
ter suspecting that match-fixing
had taken place.

Offenders convicted of corrup-
tion can be jailed for up to five
years and fined up to $100,000.
Shaffiq Alkhatib

Man who threw e-sports match
gets 4 months’ jail for corruption

Malcolm Chung
Wai Kiat threw
the match to win
$7,019 via an
unlawful remote
gambling
service.
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