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In an unprecedented overnight rul-
ing,  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  
early hours yesterday threw out a 
suit brought against the Attorney-
General by 24 prisoners on death 
row alleging that their right to ac-
cess to justice had been violated.

One  inmate,  Abdul  Rahim
Shapiee, 45, who also brought a sep-
arate suit, failed in his last-minute 
bid to get a stay of his execution. 

The court, comprising Chief Jus-
tice Sundaresh Menon and Justices 
Tay Yong Kwang and Woo Bih Li, 
delivered  its  judgment  at  about  
midnight,  having  deliberated  for  
some seven hours after hearing ar-
guments on Thursday afternoon.

In a statement last night, the Cen-
tral Narcotics Bureau said the exe-
cutions of Abdul Rahim and a co-ac-
cused, Ong Seow Ping, 49, were car-
ried out yesterday.

The two men were jointly tried 
and convicted in March 2018 of dif-
ferent heroin trafficking charges. 
Ong was not involved in the cur-
rent proceedings.

The 24 inmates were led by Iskan-
dar Rahmat, the former policeman 
sentenced to death for the 2013 Ko-
van double murder.

On  Monday,  they  filed  a  civil  
claim  against  the  Attorney-Gen-

eral, alleging that provisions in the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code  (CPC)  
which empower the courts to im-
pose costs against defence counsel 
were unconstitutional.

The inmates claimed that such 
costs  orders  “obstructed”  them  
from appointing lawyers to make 
legal challenges against their con-
victions and sentences.

On Wednesday, High Court Judge 
See Kee Oon struck out the claim 
for being “plainly unsustainable”.

The inmates then appealed.
In  the  appeal  hearing  held  via  

video conference on Thursday after-
noon, Iskandar argued that lawyers 
were unwilling to represent them 
because they feared being ordered 
to pay costs personally.

Iskandar also asked the Court of 
Appeal for more time to gather evi-
dence to support their case.

The apex court dismissed the ap-
peal.

In a 30-page judgment delivered 
by Chief Justice Menon, the court 
said the provisions cannot reason-
ably deter lawyers from acting in 
bona fide applications or appeals 
for death row inmates. 

Past court rulings have set out 
that costs orders can only be im-
posed  if  the  proceedings  are
brought or conducted with some 
impropriety,  such as where they 

are frivolous, vexatious or an abuse 
of process.

“In other words, the true scope 
of the CPC cost provisions does not 
impinge on one’s right of access to 
justice or right to counsel at all, sim-
ply because there is and can be no 
right to advance a position in court 
improperly,” he said.

As  for  Abdul  Rahim,  he  had  
sought a stay of execution pending 
the resolution of an 11th hour negli-
gence suit he filed against his for-
mer lawyer on Wednesday.

He claimed that the lawyer who 
was assigned to defend him dur-
ing his trial  had failed to follow 
his instructions  to  call  a  certain  
witness.

But Chief Justice Menon said this 
claim was  without  merit  and an 
abuse of process.

He noted that  the lawsuit  was  
filed five days after Abdul Rahim 
was notified of his execution.

The Chief Justice noted that Ab-
dul Rahim had not raised this issue 
during his appeal in March 2020, 
when he was represented by a dif-
ferent lawyer. 

“He did not take any step to act 
on this until literally days before 
the  sentence  was  to  be  carried  
out,” he said.
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A  71-year-old  Singaporean  man  
who allegedly used his wife’s bank 
account to launder money linked 
to  an  Internet  love  scam  was  
charged in court yesterday.

Lai Chee Keong is said to have 
owned five bank accounts that he 
used together with his wife’s ac-
count to facilitate the flow of ill-
gotten funds from victims of the 
love scam.

More than $222,000 was trans-
ferred  by  the  victims  to  these  
bank accounts, the police said yes-
terday.

On Sept 18 last year, officers re-
ceived a report from one of the 
victims, who informed them that 
she had been duped into transfer-
ring $4,950 to an unknown bank 
account.

The woman had befriended an 
unknown  person  over  social
media who promised to send her 
a  parcel  containing  money and  
jewellery.

However,  to  receive  those
items,  she  was  told  she  had  to  
make a payment of $4,950 so that 
her parcel would not be detained 
by “Customs”.

Police  investigations  revealed  
that  the  bank  account  that  she  
transferred  money  to  belonged  
to Lai.

Court documents showed that 
after receiving the funds, Lai al-
legedly attempted to transfer the 
money to two Malaysian bank ac-

counts belonging to a woman, Nu-
rul Aidayu Amran, and a man, Mo-
hamad Azizie Che Mahmud.

Yesterday, the police reminded 
the public that they would take ac-
tion  against  people  who  allow  
their bank accounts to be used for 
money laundering.

The police said: “To avoid being 
an  accomplice  to  crimes,  mem-
bers of the public should always re-
ject requests by others to use their 
bank accounts as they will be held 
accountable if the bank accounts 
are linked to crimes.”

For acquiring,  possessing,  us-
ing,  concealing  or  transferring  
benefits from criminal conduct, a 
person  can  be  jailed  for  up  to  
10 years,  fined up to $500,000, 
or both.

The offence of possessing prop-
erty reasonably suspected to be 
benefits of criminal conduct car-
ries a jail term of up to three years, 
a fine of up to $150,000, or both.

For providing a payment service 
in Singapore without a licence, an 
offender can be jailed for  up to 
three years, fined up to $125,000, 
or both.

Those with information related 
to  such  scams  are  advised  to  
submit  the  information  online  
at https://www.scamalert.sg  or  
call  the  police  hotline  on
1800-255-0000.

For more information on scams, 
visit the Scam Alert website or call 
the  anti-scam  hotline  on
1800-722-6688.
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The 24 inmates 
were led by 
Iskandar 
Rahmat, who was 
sentenced to 
death for the 
2013 Kovan 
double murder.

A 26-year-old  entrepreneur  who  
was found guilty of molesting and 
sexually assaulting his younger sis-
ter’s friend at their flat was sen-
tenced to jail for nine years, nine 
months and four weeks yesterday.

Norvan Tan En Jie was also or-
dered to be given eight strokes of 
the cane.

In sentencing, High Court Judge 
Ang Cheng Hock considered as an 
aggravating factor that the victim 
was vulnerable as she was intoxi-
cated and unable to physically re-
sist the assaults.

Tan  was  released  on  bail  of  
$95,000  after  his  lawyer,  Mr
Amarjit Singh, told the court that 
he will appeal against conviction 
and sentence.

Tan  is  the  co-founder  of  food  
chain Beef Bro, the owner of a re-
tail footwear business, and a part-
ner in a bar and bistro.

He was convicted last month of 
two  counts  of  sexual  assault  by
penetration and two counts of out-
rage of modesty, committed on the 
woman, then 19 years old, in the 
early hours of Dec 26, 2016.

The  victim  and  Tan’s  sister
had met friends for drinks on the 
evening of Christmas Day that year.

The victim planned to stay over at 
the Tans’ flat. When the two women 
got there at about 5.40am, Tan was 
in his room with two friends.

Tan assaulted the victim while 
his sister was having a conversa-
tion with one of his friends.

The victim testified  that  while  
she was vomiting in the toilet,  a 
man kissed her. The man then took 

her to a room, placed her on a bed 
and touched her breast.

When she ran back to the toilet 
to  vomit  once  more,  the  man  
pulled  down  her  shorts  and
sodomised her.

She later told her friends about 
the incident and made a police re-
port on Dec 27, 2016.

Last month, in convicting Tan, 
the judge rejected the defence’s 
suggestion that Tan’s semen may 
have been transferred to a T-shirt 
the victim was wearing at the time 
from the surfaces of the toilet.

Justice Ang found the victim’s ev-
idence was unusually  clear  and  
convincing, while Tan’s testimony 
was riddled with difficulties.
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Two Malaysian men, accused of helping the couple 
allegedly involved in a luxury goods scam flee the 
country,  have  indicated  their  intention  to  plead  
guilty to their offences.

Mohamed Alias,  40,  and Mohamad Fazli  Abdul 
Rahman, 38, who appeared in court yesterday, each 
face two charges of  assisting  the  escape of  Thai  
national Pansuk Siriwipa, 27, and Singaporean Pi Jia-
peng, 26.

The couple are said to have failed to deliver $32 mil-
lion worth of goods to customers.

Fazli was given a new charge yesterday of conspir-
ing with Alias to arrange for Ms Pansuk to hide in the 
container  compartment  of  a  Malaysia-registered  
lorry last month.

The men, who are both in remand, will return to 
court later this month.

At least 180 reports have been lodged against Ms 
Pansuk and Mr Pi since June, the police said last 
month. The victims claimed they had made advance 
payments for luxury watches or luxury bags to the 
couple, who failed to deliver them.

Mr Pi was arrested in June for his suspected in-
volvement in cheating offences. His passport was im-
pounded and he was released on bail the next day.

His wife,  Ms Pansuk, was not arrested but was 
assisting the police with their investigations. She sur-
rendered her passport to the police on June 30.

The couple subsequently became uncontactable 
and warrants of arrest and Interpol red notices have 
been issued against them.

The police said they are working closely with for-
eign law enforcement counterparts to trace the cou-
ple and the criminal proceeds.

If found guilty, the two men can receive a jail sen-
tence of between six months and two years and a 
fine of up to $6,000 for each charge.
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A former director of an engineer-
ing  firm  was  yesterday  charged  
with graft and instigating an em-
ployee from another firm to falsify 
invoices seeking payment of more 
than $552,000.

Yap Tin Foo, 58, a former director 
of  Starburst  Engineering,  was
handed nine charges in total, includ-
ing one for graft and eight for abet-
ting the falsification of accounts. 

He is accused of giving $9,934 in 
bribes in 2011 to Tan Keng Liong, 
vice-president of general contrac-
tor Jurong Primewide, in exchange 
for the contractor advancing the 
business interest of Starburst.

Yap is also said to have incited a 
G-Cube Engineering employee to fal-
sify invoices on eight occasions be-
tween September 2014 and August 
2015,  seeking  payments  totalling  
over  $552,000.  Court  documents  
did not  state who  or  which firm  
would benefit from the payments.

Another former director of Star-
burst, Edward Lim Chin Wah, 65, 
was also hauled to court yesterday 
to face three charges of instigating 
one of his staff to falsify subcon-
tracts with G-Cube Engineering.

The  alleged  offences,  which

were committed between July and 
December 2014, involved subcon-
tracts valued at $500,750.

Tan and another individual were 
also handed charges yesterday for 
alleged offences linked to Yap.

Tan, 64, faces two graft charges 
relating to receiving bribes worth 

around $14,700 from Yap between 
2011 and 2012.

Gerald Lim Lee Meng, 56, vice-
president of consultancy firm CPG 
Consultants, faces a charge under 
the Official Secrets Act for sharing 
with Yap an analysis of tender bids 
for projects the company had with 

the Ministry of Home Affairs. This 
is said to have happened in 2019.

All four are expected to return to 
court between Aug 26 and Sept 2.

If convicted under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, an offender can 
be fined up to $100,000 and jailed 
for up to five years for each offence. 

The maximum penalty for abet-
ting the falsification of accounts is 
a 10-year jail term and a fine. Those 
convicted  under  the  Official  Se-
crets Act can be fined up to $2,000 
and jailed for up to two years.
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They had claimed their right to 
counsel was violated; prisoner’s 
bid for stay of execution rejected

Former director of Starburst 
Engineering Yap Tin Foo (left) is 
accused of giving $9,934 in bribes in 
2011 to Tan Keng Liong, vice-president 
of Jurong Primewide.

Duo to plead guilty to 
helping couple in luxury 
goods saga flee S’pore

AT THE COURTS

Former Starburst 
Engineering 
director Edward 
Lim faces three 
charges of 
instigating 
falsifying of 
subcontracts.

Singaporean 
Pi Jiapeng 
and his Thai 
wife Pansuk 
Siriwipa are 
said to have 
failed to deliver 
$32 million 
worth of goods 
to customers.

Man charged over 
alleged money 
laundering for love scam

Apex court throws out suit by 24 
death row inmates against A-G

Norvan Tan En 
Jie is planning 
to appeal 
against his 
conviction
and sentence.

In sentencing, High Court 
Judge Ang Cheng Hock 
considered as an 
aggravating factor that 
the victim was vulnerable 
as she was intoxicated 
and unable to physically 
resist the assaults.

Entrepreneur, 26, gets 
jail, caning for sexually 
assaulting sister’s friend

Ex-director of engineering firm charged with graft, abetting falsification of accounts 
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