
Between 2018 and 2020, a former 
senior  director  at  the  National  
Parks  Board  (NParks)  would  get  
free  lifts  to  and  from  Singapore  
and Johor Baru in exchange for giv-
ing business to a grass-cutting com-
pany contracted by NParks.

Yesterday, Teva Raj Palanisamy, 
70, was sentenced to four months’ 
imprisonment and ordered to pay 
a penalty of $900 for corruption.

One other charge of accepting a 
hotel stay in Macau in 2018 from 
another contractor, Ho Eng Huat 
Construction (HEHC), was taken 
into account in his sentencing.

Teva Raj worked in the Munici-
pal  Landscapes  Division  which  
maintains the greenery on govern-
ment land by contracting private 
companies for these services.

In exchange for being more le-
nient  with  breaches,  where  a
penalty could be imposed on the 
contracted company, Teva Raj ac-
cepted six round trips across the 
Causeway from grass-cutting and 
greenery company Soon Sin Con-
tracts’ director Ong Eng Soon.

Mr  Ong  was  also  a  GrabHitch  
driver  and  would  usually  charge  

$150 for each round trip from Sin-
gapore to Malaysia.

The court heard that between Au-
gust 2018 and March 2020, the six 
trips to and from Johor Baru were 
for a function, a meeting, a dinner 
party, a visit to Teva Raj’s brother 
with his family, and two visits to a 
law firm to attend to a  personal  
matter.  Two  trips  involved  Teva  
Raj being picked up from his office 
at 1 Cluny Road.

He did not offer to pay Mr Ong 
for the services, nor did Mr Ong 
ask for payment, said Deputy Pub-
lic Prosecutor Victoria Ting.

Another  NParks  officer,  Mr

Johnny Go, director at the division 
at the time, joined Teva Raj on two 
occasions.

He  has  been  issued  a  stern
warning, while Mr Ong was given a 
conditional warning.

Some time in 2019, HEHC was ex-
periencing manpower delays and 
Teva Raj suggested to HEHC to get 
Soon Sin to step in as a sub-contrac-
tor.  Soon  Sin  took  over  HEHC’s  
works  for  a  period  of  three
months.

Teva Raj also instructed NParks 
staff not to issue any notice of in-
fringements  to  HEHC  as  this
would  cause  disruption  to  the  
works.

Teva Raj’s lawyer, Mr Bernard Sa-
hagar, told the court that NParks 
had  become  his  client’s  “family  
and  passion”.  Teva  Raj  started  
working there in 1980.

He argued that Mr Ong and Teva 
Raj were close friends and, in retro-
spect, Teva Raj should have been 
more careful with his interactions.

Mr Ong told Teva Raj he made fre-
quent trips to Malaysia and Teva 
Raj asked if he could go with him, 
said Mr Sahagar. The lawyer added 
that Teva Raj accepts that Mr Ong 
felt obligated to say yes to him.

Mr Sahagar told the court that 
Teva Raj’s wife, a Malaysian, died 
in 2016 and he was primarily mak-
ing the trips to Malaysia to settle 
matters involving her will.

For corruption,  Teva Raj  could 
have been fined up to $100,000, 
jailed for up to seven years or both.
Jean Iau
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Hours after being diagnosed with 
acute respiratory illness and being 
put on a stay-home notice (SHN), 
Mohammad Faidzal  Nazeri  went  
on a staycation to Orchard Hotel 
with his wife and daughters.

The  44-year-old  father  of  two  
spent a total of five days and four 
nights out of his place of residence 
while on SHN. 

The  prosecution  yesterday
called  it  the  longest  breach  in  
terms of the amount of time spent 

outside of a person’s home during 
an SHN period here. Mohammad 
Faidzal was sentenced to 13 weeks’ 
imprisonment  for  flouting
Covid-19 rules.

He did not have Covid-19.
The  court  heard  that  around  

10am on Jan 29 last year, he went 
to Jurong Polyclinic where he was 
diagnosed with an upper respira-
tory tract infection. 

The doctor asked him to take a 
swab test. 

He agreed to come back the next 
day for the test but did not do so.

The  doctor  issued  him  with  a  
five-day medical  certificate from 
Jan 29 to Feb 2 last year, and ex-
plained to him that he was legally 
required to stay at  home during 
this period.

But  hours  later,  Mohammad
Faidzal checked into Orchard Ho-
tel for a family staycation.

The court heard that he initially 
lied to investigation officers about 
leaving home only to walk to Far 
East Plaza over the four days.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Heer-
shan  Kaur  told  the  court:  “Re-
sources were expended by MOH 
(Ministry of Health) to track his 
movement using the motorcycle’s 
IU (in-vehicle unit) number.”

Mohammad  Faidzal  then  con-
fessed that he had used his motor-
cycle to shuttle between his home 
and  Orchard  Hotel  for  about  10  
times during his stay.

His wife posted pictures of him 
swimming in the hotel’s pool on so-
cial media.

He was caught when one of his 
daughter’s teachers saw a photo of 
him swimming and wrote to MOH.

His  two  daughters  had  been  
given five days’  of  approved ab-
sence from school because of his 
acute respiratory illness.

For  each  charge  of  breaching  
Covid-19 rules, he could have been 
fined $10,000, jailed for up to six 
months, or both.
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After failing to keep a safe brak-
ing distance and proper lookout, a 
shuttle bus driver rear-ended the 
bus in front of him, causing a pas-
senger to be flung forward and 
the bridge pads of her spectacles 
to pierce her right eye.

The victim, 67, had just unbuck-
led her seat belt as she was about 
to alight. 

Yesterday,  retiree  Phee  Peng  
Yeow, 69, was sentenced to four 
days’ jail and 18 months’ disquali-
fication from all driving licences 
for  acting  so  negligently  as  to  
endanger the personal safety of 
others.

The court heard that the acci-
dent occurred on Jan 23, 2018, at 
about 11.30am near the Health Sci-
ences Authority mortuary along 
Outram Road towards the Central 
Expressway.

Phee was driving a shuttle bus 
to  and  from  Singapore  General  
Hospital (SGH) behind a bus that 
was moving slowly owing to road 
works.

Deputy  Public  Prosecutor  R.  
Arvindren  told  the  court  that  
Phee had failed to keep a proper 

lookout and maintain a safe brak-
ing distance, and collided into the 
rear of the other bus. 

The impact caused the woman 
to be flung forward from her seat, 
and her head and spectacles hit a 
metal  railing.  She then realised 
she was unable to see with her 
right eye.

“The victim felt liquid and jelly-
like substance dripping from her 
right eye. She was also bleeding 
from the right eye and screamed 
for help,” said DPP Arvindren.

The woman underwent four op-
erations  between  January  2018  
and April 2019, and was given a to-
tal of 109 days of hospitalisation 
and medical leave.

She  continues  to  suffer  from  

sub-optimal  vision  in  her  right  
eye and requires regular manage-
ment and follow-ups.

The damage to her optic nerve 
is permanent.

The woman filed a police report 
on Sept 11, 2020, more than 2½ 
years after  the accident.  It  was 
not mentioned in court why she 
had waited to file the report.

Phee’s  lawyer,  Mr  Ivan  Tay  
from Robertson Chambers, urged 
the court for a $5,000 fine, noting 
that his client had immediately ex-
changed details with the driver of 
the other bus, driven the woman 
to the accident and emergency de-
partment of SGH, and visited her 
the next day.

“This was pure negligence on 
the  accused’s  (part)  and  there  
was no premeditation, no aggra-
vating factors… He’s now retired, 
there is no risk of re-offending,” 
said Mr Tay.

However,  District  Judge Eddy 
Tham said the fact that Phee did 
not set out to cause harm is not a 
mitigating factor for the charge 
he  was  convicted  of,  and  he  
should  have  been  more careful  
when driving passengers around 
a hospital.

The court heard that the victim 
is seeking compensation for her 
injuries in a civil suit.

For causing grievous hurt and 
endangering life by acting negli-
gently,  Phee  could  have  been  
jailed for up to two years, or fined 
up to $5,000, or both.
Jean Iau 
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An  initiative  to  offer  small-  and  
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
access to a chief technology officer 
(CTO) has helped them save time 
when they go digital.

The 70 companies in Singapore 
that have used the scheme since De-
cember last year have also received 
help to assess what they need first, 
before getting recommendations of 
possible technology solutions and 
even training programmes.

This is according to an update on 
Friday by the Infocomm Media De-
velopment Authority (IMDA) and 
its  appointed consultants on the 
government initiative.

In the scheme, companies that 
cannot afford an in-house technol-
ogy chief have access to a consul-
tant CTO, who helps them imple-
ment their digital plans.

The service can help companies 
shave off time for putting their digi-
tal plans in motion to a month, in-
stead  of  the  six  to  nine  months  

they  would  have  taken  on  their  
own, said Stone Forest, one of the 
two consultancy firms in the initia-
tive. The other firm is Accenture.

The  CTO-as-a-Service  scheme,  
announced in February last year, 
helps  SMEs  assess  their  digital  
readiness and identify their digital 
needs through a Web portal, and 
recommends digital solutions eligi-
ble for subsidies under the Govern-
ment’s SMEs Go Digital scheme.

SMEs that need more help can 
tap a pool of IT consultants who 
can tailor specific tech solutions to 
meet their needs, if off-the-shelf 
products and services are not avail-
able. These consultants can also of-
fer project management services.

Nearly three in four SMEs that 
used  CTO-as-a-Service  engaged
these consultants, said IMDA.

Many companies that seek help 
from  the  scheme  do  so  because  
they do not know where to start 
when they want to digitalise, said 
Ms Eileen Tan, executive director 
and head of information technol-
ogy services of Stone Forest.

Some firms use CTO-as-a-Service 
when trying to digitalise, she said, 

adding: “They want a more holistic 
approach  towards  digitalisation,
not just from the cyber-security per-
spective,  but  also  from  a  gover-
nance perspective, especially when 
it comes to data security.” 

Amid more cyber attacks, cyber 
security and data protection have 
come into focus as companies go 
digital during the pandemic.

Latest government figures show 
that  cases  of  ransomware,  in
which hackers lock up digital files 
until a ransom is paid, surged 154 
per  cent  in  Singapore  between  
2019 and 2020.

Eligible firms that use the consul-
tants’ advisory and project manage-
ment services for the first time do 
not need to pay, but are billed for 

subsequent consultations.
SMEs that use CTO-as-a-Service 

come from  sectors  such as  con-
struction, food services, food man-
ufacturing,  logistics,  marine  and  
offshore engineering, professional 
services, retail, security and whole-
sale trade, said IMDA.

Asia Excel, a Singapore retailer 
and distributor of  bathroom and 

kitchen appliances, needed a tech 
solution for  processing the large 
number of online orders it would 
get during sales events from e-com-
merce sites and platforms.

Its managing director Ray Raja-
gopal said it could get 500 orders 
during  peak  sale  periods,  which  
could take three days to process. 
But with the help of a solution rec-
ommended through CTO-as-a-Ser-
vice, the processing time could be 
cut to just 30 minutes.

The  time  savings  meant  staff  
could focus on other things such as 
serving  customers.  “We  are  an  
SME and do not have an in-house 
IT department or IT experts.  So, 
definitely, we have to rely on solu-
tions (like those from CTO-as-a-
Service),” said Mr Rajagopal.

Minister of State for Communica-
tions  and  Information  Tan  Kiat  
How, who visited Asia Excel in Ju-
rong on Friday,  said the scheme 
was expanding its scope of help.

In the future,  it  is  expected to 
help SMEs build digital capabilities 
in areas such as data analytics and 
advanced systems such as artificial 
intelligence, while also meeting cy-
ber-security  and  data  protection  
needs, he said.

“We started this CTO-as-a-Ser-
vice with a number of SMEs and 
the feedback has been very posi-
tive,”  said  Mr  Tan.  “I  encourage 
SMEs to come on board, check out 
the services and continue your digi-
tal transformation journey.”

kennyc@sph.com.sg

Teva Raj 
Palanisamy, 70, 
was also ordered 
to pay a penalty 
of $900. 

Shermaine Ang

Six more people, aged between 
19 and 23, will be charged in court 
today  for  alleged  breaches  of  
Covid-19 safe management mea-
sures (SMMs) at Clarke Quay on 
New Year’s Eve.

Another 11 individuals were is-
sued composition fines of $1,000 
each for breaching safe manage-
ment rules, said the Urban Rede-
velopment Authority (URA) yes-
terday.

It  brings the total number of  
people facing charges over the in-
cident to 10, while 15 have been 
given composition fines.

This follows its investigations 
into  a  large  gathering  of  hun-
dreds  on  New  Year’s  Eve  in  a  
spontaneous countdown party in 
front  of  Riverside  Point,  with  
videos  of  the  rowdy  crowd
shared online.

The multi-ministry task force 
tackling Covid-19 here said last 
month that the gathering had led 
to blatant breaches of safe man-
agement rules, making it a poten-
tial superspreader event.

In  January,  Harjaz  Singh,
Verma Pulkit, Kotra Venkata Sai 
Rohankrishna  and  William

Alexander Brooks-Potts, aged be-
tween 19 and 22, were hauled to 
court to face charges over failing 
to keep a 1m safe distance and 
not wearing a  mask near  Read 
Bridge  in  Clarke  Quay  at  mid-
night on Jan 1.

Verma  allegedly  attended  a  
gathering with eight others to cel-
ebrate the new year, while Singh 
is accused of attending a gather-
ing with at least six others.

Kotra is accused of attending a 
gathering in a  Spider-Man cos-
tume with three others, where he 
interacted with about 20 people.

The four men are scheduled to 
be back in court on March 8.

Further  investigations  into
other  individuals  are  ongoing,  
URA said.

“As we are still in the midst of a 
pandemic, it is important that ev-
eryone  is  socially  responsible  
and complies with the prevailing 
SMMs.

“We  urge  everyone  to  play  
their part  to protect  their  own 
health and that of others,” URA 
said.

Those found guilty of breach-
ing Covid-19 regulations can be 
fined up to $10,000, jailed for up 
to six months, or both.

shermaineang@sph.com.sg 

Driver of bus jailed over 
accident that left woman’s 
eye permanently injured

IT chief-for-hire scheme 
helps SMEs save time 
while going digital 

Besides the jail 
term of four 
days, retiree 
Phee Peng Yeow 
was given 
18 months’ 
disqualification 
from all driving 
licences. 

He flouted Covid-19 rules by 
spending five days, four nights 
out of his place of residence 

Minister of State for Communications and Information Tan Kiat How (centre) checking out how Asia Excel, which sells bathroom 
and kitchen appliances, has benefited from IMDA’s CTO-as-a-Service scheme. With him are Asia Excel managing director Ray 
Rajagopal (foreground) and Mr Leong Der Yao, assistant CEO of IMDA sectoral transformation group. ST PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN

AT THE COURTS

Former senior director 
of NParks jailed 
4 months for corruption

Clarke Quay New Year’s 
Eve gathering: Six more 
people to be charged

Mohammad Faidzal then 
confessed that he had used 
his motorcycle to shuttle 
between his home and 
Orchard Hotel for about 10 
times during his stay. His 
wife posted pictures of him 
swimming in the hotel’s 
pool on social media.

Man who went 
on staycation 
while on SHN 
gets 13 weeks’ jail
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