
Ang Qing

A  28-year-old  man  was  sen-
tenced yesterday to four weeks 
in prison for attempting to bribe 
a police officer to avoid Covid-19 
enforcement action. 

Individuals convicted of a cor-
ruption offence such  as  bribery  
can be fined up to $100,000 and 
imprisoned for up to five years.

The Chinese national was spot-
ted on  May  7  by  a  patrol  team  
from the Public Transport Secu-
rity  Command  with  his  mask  
down near the smoking corner of 
Boon Lay MRT station.

The  four  police  officers  ap-
proached  Chen  Long  and  in-
structed  him  to  wear  his  mask  
properly.  He  complied,  but  was  
spotted soon after  by the same  
patrol team with his mask pulled 
down to expose his nose.

Chen, who is on a work permit 
in Singapore, was then taken to a 
room in the MRT station to be in-
terviewed. During the interview, 
Chen showed the money  in his  
wallet to police officer Chan Hui 
Shi and offered $50 to be let go. 

The officer refused his offer, and 
Chen  was  issued  a  composition  
fine of $300 for an offence under 
the  Covid-19  (Temporary  Mea-
sures) Act.

The incident was later reported 
to the Corrupt Practices Investiga-
tion Bureau. 

Anyone caught  not  wearing  a  
mask  outside  the  home  faces  a  
fine of $300 for a first offence and 
$1,000 for a second offence.

Anyone caught trying to bribe 
their way out of Covid-19 related 
offences will face further punish-
ment under the law.
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Wong Shiying

A Mexican restaurant in Circular 
Road has been issued an order to 
close its premises for 20 days after 
breaching Covid-19  safe  manage-
ment measures multiple times.

The Urban Redevelopment Au-
thority  (URA)  told  The  Straits  
Times  yesterday  that  this  is  the  
longest closure it has issued to a 
food  and  beverage  (F&B)  outlet
so far.

The Los Amigos restaurant was 
ordered to close from Thursday to 
Nov 10. 

The URA said that on Oct 10, its of-
ficers saw different groups of cus-
tomers at the restaurant standing 
less than 1m apart from one another, 
and a gathering of eight people.

Since phase two of Covid-19 mea-
sures began on June 19, groups have 
been required to keep a distance of 
at least 1m from one another in pub-
lic,  and  gatherings  of  more  than  
five are not allowed.

This is the second time Los Ami-
gos has been taken to task. It was 
previously  fined  $1,000  and  or-
dered to close for 10 days in July for 
having gatherings of more than five 
on its premises.

“Despite this, we continue to ob-
serve repeated, multiple breaches 
of safe management measures. The 
operator has been informed that  
this is unacceptable,” said the URA.

Another  F&B  outlet,  Kanpai
789, was fined $2,000 for not en-
suring that customers from differ-
ent groups stood at least 1m apart 

from one another. 
The  eatery  in  Robertson  Walk  

was previously fined $1,000 during 
the circuit breaker period in April 
when staff were found not to be 
wearing masks properly.

Two other F&B outlets – Forum 

Seafood Village Restaurant in Boat 
Quay and Xiang Signature in Liang 
Seah  Street  –  were  each  fined  
$1,000  for  admitting  groups  of  
more than five into their premises.

Thirteen  individuals  were  also  
fined $300 each for gathering in 

groups  of  more  than  five  in  the  
Boat Quay area.

The authority urged patrons to 
be socially responsible and observe 
the Covid-19 rules, which include 
masking up when they are not eat-
ing or drinking.

The URA reiterated that  it  will  
not hesitate to take enforcement ac-
tion against both patrons and oper-
ators who do not comply with safe 
management measures.
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The Los Amigos restaurant in Circular Road was ordered to close from Thursday to Nov 10. The URA said that on Oct 10, its officers saw different groups of 
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Los Amigos breached 
safety rules multiple 
times, including not 
ensuring 1m distance

Man jailed for 
bid to bribe 
police officer 
enforcing 
mask rule

Coronavirus: Safety breaches

Mexican eatery ordered shut for 
20 days in longest closure so far
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