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The Court of Appeal has clarified 
that reformative training is not a 
sentencing option for a proba-
tioner who has crossed the age of 
21  when  he  is  hauled  back  to  
court for breaching probation.

The ruling resolved conflicting 
court decisions on the applicable 
age to consider in determining 
whether such an offender is eligi-
ble  for  reformative  training,  a  
structured regime aimed at reha-
bilitating young  offenders  that  
can last between 18 months and 
three years.

In a written judgment released 
yesterday, the highest court in 
the land said it should be the of-
fender’s age on the day he was 
dealt with for breaching his pro-
bation.

Under the law, the court can or-
der  reformative  training if  the  
convicted person is aged 16 and 
above, but below 21 “on the day 
of his conviction”.

The  issue  was  raised  to  the  
apex court in May by a lawyer as-
signed  to  defend  Muhammad  
Nur Abdullah, who was 19 when 
he was given three years’ proba-
tion in 2013 for drug trafficking.

Muhammad Nur breached his 
probation order twice by com-
mitting a spate of new offences. 
By the time he was facing punish-
ment for the second breach, he 
had turned 23. A district judge 
sentenced him to undergo refor-
mative training. The prosecution 
appealed to the High Court, argu-
ing that reformative training was 
not  a  sentencing  option  as  
Muhammad  Nur  was  over  21  
when  he  was  sentenced  for
breaching his probation order.

The  High  Court  agreed  with  
the prosecution and sentenced 
him as  an adult,  imposing five 
years’ jail and five strokes of the 
cane.

Muhammad Nur’s lawyer, Mr 
Tan Hee Joek, then took the case 
to the Court of Appeal by way of 
a criminal reference, a rare proce-
dure  that  can  be  invoked  for  
cases that hinge on questions of 
law of public interest. Mr Tan ar-
gued that the relevant age was 
the age at the date of conviction 
and, therefore, his client was eli-
gible for reformative training.

Although the prosecution had, 
in the past, sought sentences of 
reformative training in such cir-
cumstances, it changed its posi-
tion after reviewing the relevant 
legislation. It eventually argued 
that reformative training could 
not be imposed in such circum-
stances.

In September, the apex court 
agreed with the prosecution’s up-
dated views. 

Since the apex court’s decision 
in  September,  the  prosecution  
has taken remedial steps by ap-
plying to the High Court to revise 
the  sentences  of  Noorsuriati
Rasali and Muhammad Syukuri 
Hamdan, who were sentenced to 
reformative training on Dec 21  
last year and Feb 13 this year re-
spectively. Their sentences were 
quashed and substituted with jail 
terms  for  their  respective  of-
fences after the prosecution con-
ceded it had adopted a wrong po-
sition in law in their cases.

As the  jail  terms  were back-
dated to their date of  remand, 
they  were  expected  to  be  re-
leased on the same day.
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A new  litter  of  pups is  frolicking  
with the Bishan otter family, raising 
the estimated number of otters in 
Singapore to more than 60.

At least six pups have been spot-
ted since Sunday with the famous 
Bishan family,  which  now  has  16  
members, otter watcher Jeffery Teo 
told The Straits Times on Tuesday.

Facebook user Ng Soon Lee cap-
tured the new pups on camera and 
posted a clip on her Facebook page 
over the weekend. She said she spot-
ted seven new pups but since then, 
one is believed to have died.

News  of  the  expanded  family  
comes  as  otter  community  page  
OtterWatch launches talks to help 
people, among other things,  learn 
about the mammals and their living 
environment.

Online stories of the otters have 
led some to express concern about 
its growing population here.

The first reported count, in April 
last year, said there were at least 50.

Biology lecturer N. Sivasothi, who 
heads OtterWatch, said that though 
the number now exceeds 60, its pop-
ulation growth hinges on the avail-
ability of food and competition for it.

“Pups are lost during movement 
between holts. Individuals are killed 
by traffic and entanglement. Others 
disperse in search of new territories 
and mates,” he said.

“Reduced prey availability due to 
rising  population  will  limit  litter  
size and growth, which is why ot-
ters, like other carnivores, defend 
their territories against other otter 
families.”

Mr  Sivasothi  noted  the  Marina  
Bay family has lost the battle for ter-
ritory to the Bishan family. It now 
lives  in  the  Bishan-Ang  Mo  Kio  
Park, which was originally home to 
the Bishan family.  Also,  it  lost  at  
least two pups in territorial battles.

Mr Sivasothi, who has studied the 

mammals since 1994, said otters are 
often  spotted  in  the  Marina  Bay  
area, where they can forage for fish. 

The mammals have caught the at-
tention of Singaporeans and even 
people  overseas.  The  BBC  visited  
Singapore in  January  this  year  to  
film otters for a documentary.

In July last year, the 13th Interna-
tional Otter Congress was held in Sin-
gapore for the first time. The series 
of meetings was organised by the 
IUCN/SSC  Otter  Specialist  Group,  
an international group of biologists 
focused on otter conservation.

OtterWatch will hold public talks 
at National Parks Board, PA Water 
Venture  and  NUS  venues  “in  the  
months ahead”. Its Facebook page 
will give more details, said Mr Siva-
sothi.
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A  man  who  held  his  girlfriend’s  
two-year-old son hostage and en-
gaged in a 17-hour stand-off with po-

lice was convicted yesterday of kid-
napping the child, as well as three 
other charges.

Muhammad  Iskandah  Suhaimi,  
40, admitted to taking the toddler 
from his mother without her con-
sent, having a knuckleduster, and 

possessing  and  taking  crystal
methamphetamine or Ice the day 
after he took the child.

Neither his 33-year-old girlfriend 
nor her son can be named due to a 
gag order.

At about 4pm on Sept 27 last year, 
Iskandah – who had been living in 
the rental flat for about a year with 
the victim and his mother – told his 
girlfriend to buy cigarettes for him.

When she stepped out of the flat 

with her son, he suddenly grabbed 
the boy and locked the main gate, 
with the victim inside.

He  ignored  his  girlfriend’s  re-
quests to let the victim go. She was 
afraid as  she had not  been apart  
from her son before and usually did 
not leave him alone with Iskandah.

Iskandah rejected her pleas to re-
lease the boy and  he  challenged  
her  to  call  the  police.  She  then  
went to get her mother’s help and 

returned to the flat with her.
Deputy  Public  Prosecutor

Stephanie Koh said Iskandah still re-
fused to let the victim go and said 
he would only do so if his girlfriend 
agreed to enter the flat in exchange 
for the victim. The girlfriend and 
her mother both did not agree as 
Iskandah had a history of violence 
towards his girlfriend. 

Police arrived at about 7pm, 15 
minutes after they were alerted. 

Iskandah’s girlfriend told the po-
lice that  he had taken Ice earlier 
that day. 

She also said they were having re-
lationship problems, that he had hit 
her before, and was known to carry 
a knuckleduster with him.

DPP Koh said Iskandah contin-
ued to demand that his girlfriend go 
into the house in exchange for the 
child’s release.

Iskandah was aggressive, uncoop-
erative,  impatient  and  highly  agi-

tated at various points in his deal-
ings with the police, the court heard.

During the stand-off, he was seen 
taking drugs in the flat. 

At around noon – the day after 
the stand-off started – a team from 
the Special  Operations Command 
forced its way into the flat by break-
ing a the window and removing the 
front gate when Iskandah went to 
the toilet. The victim was rescued 
and Iskandah was arrested.

He had thought that his girlfriend 
would  call  the  police  and  report  
him for taking drugs if he allowed 
her to take the child with her.

DPP  Koh  said  the  stand-off  
lasted about 17 hours – from about 
6.40pm on Sept 27 to about noon 
the next day.

District  Judge  Carol  Ling  ad-
journed the case to Feb 26 for sen-
tencing. 
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A  delivery  driver  was  yesterday  
jailed for three weeks and fined 
$2,100 for attempting to bribe two 
policemen and for offences under 
the Road Traffic Act (RTA).

Tock Chan Kok,  46,  had been 
charged on March 2 with a count 
of corruptly offering gratification 
of  $50 to  two policemen to get  
them to not  take action against  
him for drink driving, the police 
and Corrupt Practices Investiga-
tion Bureau (CPIB) said in a joint 
statement.

Investigations revealed that on 
Oct 9 last year, Sergeant Muham-
mad  Sufi  Mohd  Hussin  and
Sergeant Sally Chua Wei Ting had 
spotted Tock sitting in the driver’s 
seat of his van near Senja Road.

When asked for  his  driving li-
cence and identity card, Tock in-
stead offered them a $50 note. The 
duo rejected the money and re-
ported the matter to CPIB.

Tock  was  also  charged  with  
drink driving and leaving the vehi-
cle in a manner causing obstruc-
tion,  which  are  offences  under  
the RTA.

He has been disqualified  from 
holding or obtaining all classes of 
driving licence for 15 months with 
effect from the date of his release.

It is an offence under Singapore 
law to bribe or attempt to bribe 
public officers.

Anyone found guilty of a corrup-
tion offence can be fined  up to 
$100,000, jailed up to five years 
or both.

“Singapore adopts a zero-toler-
ance approach towards corruption 
and other criminal acts. The Cor-
rupt  Practices  Investigation  Bu-
reau takes a serious view of any cor-
rupt practices and will not hesitate 
to take action against any party in-
volved in such acts,” the two agen-
cies said in the statement.

An otter and a pup (above) and a new litter (below) spotted in the Marina Bay area. Biology lecturer N. Sivasothi, who heads OtterWatch, said that 
though the number now exceeds 60, its population growth hinges on the availability of food and competition for it. PHOTOS: OTTERWATCH, YANE KANG
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