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A businessman in the waterproof-
ing and general works industry gave
kickbacks in the form of “referral
fees’’ to staff and managing agents
of condominiums and commercial
buildings in exchange for contracts
for his company, a court heard.

Donald Ling Chun Teck, 43, also
cultivated the corrupt business prac-
tice among his sales staff, 12 of
whom have been implicated.

Between January 2011 and Febru-
ary 2014, the then director of TAC
Contracts gave bribes amounting to
$461,634 to 89 recipients. Most of
the offences were committed with
each of his dozen sales staff.

Yesterday, he was sentenced to
30 months’ jail on 20 counts of cor-
ruption involving $182,581 with 517
charges taken into consideration.

He is appealing and is out on
$200,000 bail.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Asoka

Markandu said Ling would award
about 10 per cent of the contract val-
ue as “referral fees’’ to the MCST
staff and/or facilities management
staff who were responsible for get-
ting the contracts to TAC approved.

For staff who were given fixed sal-
aries, Ling would hand them the full
amount of the “referral fees’’ which
they would pass on to clients.

Those on commission would have
to contribute towards the fees to be
paid to the client.

The court heard that the commis-
sion scheme was structured to moti-
vate TAC’s sales staff to secure the
highest possible contract value.

“The accused has admitted that
he adopted this corrupt business
practice so that the MCST staff
and/or facilities management staff
would be motivated by these gratifi-
cations to invite TAC for future
work orders,’’ said DPP Asoka.

Citing aggravating factors, he said
by pegging the “referral fees’’ to a
percentage of the contract value,
Ling ensured that the recipients

were similarly motivated when they
entered into negotiations with
TAC’s sales staff.

The duration of the offences sug-
gested that the corrupt practice was
endemic within the company and
carried out systematically.

He said Ling paid the highest sin-
gle bribe of $19,000 to a senior exec-
utive from Singapore Press
Holdings’ Retail Property Manage-
ment Services, who has since left
the company.

Compared to the case of Tay Ee
Tiong of Wealthy Seafood Product
and Enterprise, Ling caused more
harm and the web of corruption was
also far more extensive, said the
DPP. Tay had been given 21/2 years’
jail for corruption.

“It is in the public interest to pro-
tect essential maintenance services
such as the waterproofing industry
from corruption,’’ DPP Asoka said
when he sought a sentence of 36 to
42 months’ jail to send a clear signal
that corrupt business practices will
not be tolerated in Singapore.

Ling’s lawyers Simran Toor and
Tang Shangwei from WongPartner-
ship said in mitigation that when
Ling first started out in the con-
struction industry at 21, he was

taught by his superiors that it was
very important to be grateful for
his success and show thanks to the
people who helped and/or support-
ed the business.

Ling learnt that the usual way of
showing such appreciation would
be by presenting a cash “token of
appreciation’’ to the other party.

The tokens neither ensured nor
guaranteed that TAC would be
awarded any contact, said counsel.

District Judge Shaiffudin Saruwan
noted the significant benefit ac-
crued to Ling, his high culpability,
his senior position and the web of
corruption involving 89 recipients.

He said the harm caused was sig-
nificant and irreparable.

Meanwhile, Lee Zhijian, 34, TAC’s
former sales and operations execu-
tive, was yesterday sentenced to a
total of 15 months and four weeks in
jail plus six strokes of the cane on
six corruption charges and two
charges of unlicensed moneylend-
ing harassment. He, too, is appeal-
ing and was offered bail of $60,000.

The maximum penalty for corrup-
tion is a $100,000 fine and five
years’ jail.
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Nabbed at checkpoint
with drugs in underwear
A Malaysian motorcyclist was
arrested after he was found with
about 900g of heroin in his
underwear at Tuas Checkpoint.

The 23-year-old man had
been stopped by Immigration
and Checkpoints Authority
(ICA) officers in the motorcycle
arrival area at 6.10am on
Wednesday.

While inspecting the man, the
officers suspected that he had
hidden drugs in his underwear.

They alerted Central
Narcotics Bureau (CNB)
officers, who searched the man
and found the heroin.

The drug haul is estimated to
be worth more than $63,000.

The man was then placed
under arrest.

Those convicted of trafficking
more than 15g of pure heroin
could face the death penalty,
ICA and CNB said in a joint
statement yesterday.

The statement said that
border checks are “critical to
our nation’s security”.

“The Home Team agencies
will continue to conduct checks
on passengers and vehicles at
the checkpoints to prevent
attempts to smuggle in
undesirable persons, drugs,
weapons, explosives and other
contraband,” it added.

Accident in Tuas lands
lorry driver in hospital
An accident at the junction of
Jalan Ahmad Ibrahim and Tuas
West Drive, towards Tuas
Checkpoint, landed a lorry
driver in hospital yesterday.

The lorry blocked the two
right-most lanes and its front
was badly damaged, according
to a video on Twitter.

The Singapore Civil Defence
Force received a call for
assistance at about 8.20am.

An ambulance was dispatched
and the lorry driver, a
55-year-old man, was taken to
the National University
Hospital. Police investigations
are ongoing.

Shelved Muji eel-rice kit
passes radioactivity test
Muji’s conger eel rice kit is safe
for consumption, the Japanese
retail store said yesterday.

The product passed
radioactivity testing by the
Agri-Food and Veterinary

Authority of Singapore, Muji
said in a statement.

“Following the confirmation,
we will continue the sales of the
product,” it said.

But Muji will also continue to
accept returns and give refunds
until Dec 31.

The store removed the conger
eel rice kit from its shelves on
Dec 16 over concerns that the
product’s ingredients may have
come from areas affected by
Japan’s Fukushima nuclear
disaster in 2011.

The halt in sales came after
reports that Muji’s conger eel
rice kit and crab rice kit had
been recalled in Taiwan and
Hong Kong.

The crab rice kit is not
available in Singapore.

Customers can find out more
from Muji’s customer service
department, by calling
6346-4123 or e-mailing
customerservice@muji.com.sg.

Anti-diabetes campaign
gets multimedia boost
The national campaign against
diabetes got a boost from
multimedia installations rolled
out this month by Singapore
Press Holdings’ out-of-home
advertising arm SPHMBO.

The installations, which aim
to convey the “Let’s Beat
Diabetes” message to
Singaporeans, feature
multimedia “dominoes” that
show how bad lifestyle habits
can eventually lead to diabetes
and health complications.

The campaign is a
collaboration by the Ministry of
Health, the Ministry of
Communications and
Information and the Health
Promotion Board.

Statistics show that Singapore
has the second-highest
proportion of diabetics among
developed nations. By 2050, as
many as one million – or one in
six Singaporeans – could be
suffering from diabetes.

The anti-diabetes campaign’s
domino installations will be on
display for eight weeks, until
Feb 5 next year.

They can be found in malls
such as Jurong Point, Midpoint
Orchard, Big Box, White Sands,
Tampines Mall and One KM.

For more information on the
campaign, visit www.
letsbeatdiabetes.sg

To explore unique advertising
opportunities with SPHMBO,
call the sales hotline on
6319-5226.
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