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A former technical officer at Changi
Airport was jailed 15 months for cor-
ruption yesterday after he accepted
more than $40,000 in bribes in re-
turn for awarding contracts.

Henry Goh Keng Hwee, 45, was in

charge of maintaining the airport’s
air-conditioning systems and
workedforthe CivilAviation Authori-
ty of Singapore (CAAS) before be-
coming an associate engineer with
Changi Airport Group (CAG) when
the airport was corporatised in 2009.

His duties included sourcing quo-
tations from contractors.

In 2008, he ran into financial diffi-

culties and Mr Kang Leong Chuan,
the director of Fire-Mech, offered
to help him. He said if Goh gave him
a contract from the CAAS, he would
pass him bribes in return.

Mr Kang, who has not been
charged, suggested giving him 10
per cent of his profits from each job.

Goh thought about it and accept-
ed the offer a few days later.

He went on to award Fire-Mech
various contracts worth a total of
$255,000, for both the CAAS and
CAG, covering additions, altera-
tions and a new sprinkler system,
over a period of 2 1/2 years.

Goh, who lost his job in October
2011 as a result of his actions, plead-
ed guilty to nine of 28 charges. He
was also convicted of knowingly de-
ceiving the CAAS and CAG with quo-
tations that were not intended to be
genuine offers. He has paid back
$36,000 to CAG and surrendered
$9,000 to the Corrupt Practices In-
vestigation Bureau.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Jiang
Ke-Yue, who had sought a stiff sen-
tence, said Goh abused his position
of responsibility and betrayed the
trust placed in him. He said Goh had
built the bribes into the contract
price, effectively earning secret
profits from his own employer.

Mr Jiang said he even resorted to
using false quotations to justify his
recommendations to award the con-
tract to the giver’s company.

Goh, represented by Mr S. Bala-
murugan, could have been fined a
maximum of $100,000 and jailed
for up to five years on each charge.
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Some six months after befriending
a person with the moniker, “Laura
Smith”, on the Internet, Lim Sim
Hong allowed her to transfer
$109,160 to his bank account.

Laura told the 56-year-old clean-
er that she intended to set up an art
gallery in Singapore, and the funds
were for buying property space to
set up the gallery.

After the money was transferred
to his OCBC Bank account in De-
cember 2012, Laura subsequently
told Lim to move the money to an-
other bank account in Hong Kong.

Despite several requests from
Laura, Lim refused. He told Laura
that if she was not coming to Singa-
pore, he would use the money for
his own investments, and added
that her company could sue him.

When Lim was called up for inves-
tigation on Feb 1, 2013, he told the
Commercial Affairs Department
(CAD) that he had spent the entire
$109,160, and even produced an Ex-
cel spreadsheet setting out how the
money had been used.

On the way to his home, however,
Lim admitted that the spreadsheet
was false, and he was still holding
on to $85,500.

He also told CAD that he wanted
to invest the remaining sum in a
business in Thailand.

The CAD raided his house that af-
ternoon and seized the $85,500.

Investigations subsequently re-
vealed that Laura had obtained the
money through bank fraud in the
US, and that the money was fraudu-
lently transferred from a bank ac-
count with Charles Schwab & Co.

Yesterday, Lim, alias Lim
Fu-Ming, was jailed 11 months for
criminal breach of trust.

Two other charges – one each for
using the proceeds of $13,450 to
pay for his personal expenses, and
for giving false information to a pub-
lic servant – were considered dur-
ing his sentencing.

His lawyer from the Criminal Le-
gal Aid Scheme, Ms Alice Tan Chor
Hoon, said in her mitigation plea
that Lim was infatuated with Laura,
and had looked forward to her visit
in December 2012.

When that did not happen, he
was devastated. He soon grew in-
creasingly furious, and began to
doubt her intentions.

Lim could have been jailed for up
to seven years and/or fined.
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