
By OLIVIA HO

AN ADMIN worker who agreed to do
a favour for an old national-service
friend became embroiled in an illegal
scheme to help foreign “hostesses”
renew their social visit passes.

Mohammad Ghazali Hashim Ab-
dul Rahman was paid just $50 for his
trouble – and yesterday he was jailed
seven weeks for abetting corruption.

The 31-year-old is the last of sev-
en men to be convicted in a
“U-turn” operation masterminded
by corrupt Immigration and Check-
points Authority (ICA) officer Mo-
hammed Mustaffa Mohabat Ali.

On Mustaffa’s request, Ghazali
would meet the women, usually from
the Philippines or Vietnam, at Jurong
East bus interchange and accompany
them across the border to the Gelang
Patah bus terminus in Malaysia.

On returning to Singapore
through the Tuas checkpoint, he
would guide them towards the booth
manned by Mustaffa.

The women, having entered Singa-
pore on a social visit pass, would
leave for Malaysia right before their
passes expired and then return with-
in a few days to obtain a fresh pass,
which they bribed Mustaffa to turn a
blind eye to.

Ghazali saw none of the $3,000
that Mustaffa collected from the
women he guided, but received a to-
ken sum of $50 to cover his expenses.

The court heard that Ghazali
helped Mustaffa five times between
November 2010 and April 2011.

In mitigation, Ghazali’s lawyer,
Mr Sunil Sudheesan, said his client
was “a very naive...person who was
just helping his friend”, and had not
played a critical role in the opera-
tion.

District Judge Janet Wang also or-
dered Ghazali to pay a penalty of $50.

Mustaffa, 30, was jailed for 21
months in 2013, while four other ICA
officers and pub owner Andrew Song
were given prison terms last year for
corruption. For abetting corruption,
Ghazali could have been jailed up to
five years, fined $100,000, or both.
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By ANDREA NG

PRESCHOOL chain Chiltern
House will be installing CCTVs
in all its five centres this month,
after two parents filed police re-
ports accusing a teacher at the
school’s Orchard Road branch of
abusing their toddlers.

The two mothers claimed that
the teacher had twisted their
daughters’ ears and rubbed their
faces roughly in an incident last
month, The New Paper reported
on Tuesday.

One of the parents, who want-
ed to be known only as Madam
Yap, told The Straits Times that
she found that her child had red-
dened ears and scratches on her
face, after picking her up from
the centre in Forum The Shop-
ping Mall on May 22.

“I tried asking her what hap-
pened but she refused to say,”

said Madam Yap, 41.
She said it was only in the

evening when she was bathing
her daughter that the toddler
told her what happened. A teach-
er at the centre had allegedly
locked her daughter and another
girl in the diaper-changing
room, where she was said to
have pulled their ears and rubbed
their faces roughly to force them
to say that they liked her as a
teacher.

Madam Yap, managing direc-
tor of a European multinational
company, then contacted the oth-
er toddler’s mother, Madam
Tan, 34, who found similar
marks on her daughter’s face and
ears.

Madam Yap made a police re-
port before taking her daughter
for a check-up at KK Women’s
and Children’s Hospital.

She took the matter up with
the school on May 25 and met

the school’s principal, along with
several other parents, last
Wednesday night.

At the meeting, they raised
concerns about the lack of
CCTVs at the centre and the re-
cruitment of teachers, The New
Paper reported.

When contacted, Chiltern
chief executive officer Fiona
Walker told The Straits Times
that the school has handed over
all information to police and is
cooperating with the police.

“As the teacher under investi-
gation is on leave, we will be re-
placing her in the centre,” said
Ms Walker.

She said the chain had never
seen such allegations levelled at
anyone at its centres and is “very
concerned and is keen to get to
the bottom of this”.

Responding to the school’s
move to install CCTVs, Madam
Yap welcomed it and said doing
so will make the school a safer
place, but added that she is plan-
ning to move her daughter to an-
other school because she no long-
er trusts the school.

“I believe the girls were sin-
gled out by the teacher,” she
said, adding that both she and
Madam Tan had earlier lodged a
complaint against the teacher for
her failure to separate two fight-
ing children. They had also been
unhappy with the teacher’s inex-
perience and lack of initiative.

While they requested that
their identities not be disclosed
to the teacher, Madam Yap be-
lieves their identities and those
of their daughters were made
known to the teacher, who might
have been upset with the feed-
back.

Both girls have since recov-
ered, but Madam Yap’s daughter
still suffers from recurring night-

mares and is afraid to be separat-
ed from her.

Meanwhile, most parents The
Straits Times spoke to said the in-
cident has not led them to consid-
er pulling their children out of
the school.

Said housewife Ashley Wolf,
42: “All the teachers know the
kids’ names, and my child is al-
ways very happy and loves
school.”

Others, however, said they
might consider withdrawing
their children if the abuse allega-
tions prove to be true.

Said administrator Andra Per-
danakusuma, 34: “If the case is
for real, it’s not tolerable.”
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7 weeks’ jail
for doing
old friend
a ‘favour’

By LOOK WOON WEI

SIX Chingay floats will be on dis-
play during the launch of the
Hari Raya Light Up 2015 next Sat-
urday.

Visitors will have a chance to
hop onto a Hippo Bus to admire
the decorations along a 2.3km
stretch along Geylang Road and
Sims Avenue.

Minister for Social and Family
Development Tan Chuan-Jin,
who is MP for Marine Parade
GRC, said: “We want to cele-
brate the Malay-Muslim com-

munity and their role in the de-
velopment and growth in our na-
tion.”

Themed Reliving The Kam-
pung Days, the light-up will fea-
ture elements from that period,
such as the gable roof, a staple ar-
chitectural design in traditional
Malay houses.

The lights will also display
greetings such as “Eid Mubar-
ak”, a greeting used by Muslims
marking the completion of the
holy Muslim fasting month of Ra-
madan, which starts on June 18
and ends on July 17 this year.

Each stretch of the light-up

will feature a different main
arch.

The arch in Sims Avenue, for
instance, will prominently fea-
ture a dome, a common design
feature of mosques.

The arch in Geylang Road will
have palm trees and sampans, of-
ten seen in kampungs along the
sea.

The designs of the light-up
will be prominent not only at
night.

Said Associate Professor Fati-
mah Lateef, MP for Marine Pa-
rade GRC: “This year, we are
bringing more vibrant colours to

the design.
“This is so that the designs of

the light-up are prominent even
in the day.”

Aside from the festive lights,
fringe activities will also run
throughout the month of Ram-
adan.

Starting from June 19, visi-
tors can engage in different cul-
tural activities, such as watching
cooking demonstrations of sim-
ple Malay dishes and trying on
traditional Malay costumes, at
the open space adjacent to Eu-
nos Road 5.

Activities take place every Fri-

day to Sunday over two sessions,
6.30pm and 8.30pm. Admission
is free.

For some, the wider range of
celebrations is a cause for cele-
bration.

“I am very excited... it will be
very vibrant and bright,” said
Madam Tan Hwee Sung, 62, a
horticulturist.

The light-up will be launched
next Saturday at 8pm, at the
open space adjacent to Eunos
Road 5.

At the launch, visitors can
watch performances by celebri-
ties such as veteran singer Rahi-
mah Rahim and Farisha Ishak,
winner of singing contest The Fi-
nal 1.

lookww@sph.com.sg

‘Kids abused’, so
preschool chain
to install CCTVs

Chingay floats on show at launch of Hari Raya Light Up

Scratch marks on the face of Madam Tan’s daughter. She, together with
another girl, was allegedly abused by a teacher at the Chiltern House’s
Orchard Road branch. PHOTO: COURTESY OF MADAM YAP

2 mums say teacher twisted toddlers’
ears and left marks on their faces
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