
By THAM YUEN-C

THE opposition National Solidari-
ty Party (NSP) has been given a
permit to publish its newspaper,
after a nine-month wrangle over
information required for renewing
the permit.

Party president Sebastian Teo
said yesterday that the Registrar
of Newspapers has approved its
application, and the next issue of
North Star News is slated to come
out by this month.

The Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information, which over-
sees the Registrar, confirmed yester-
day that the green light was given.

It comes nine months after sev-
eral of NSP’s central executive
committee (CEC) members re-
fused to give their salary details,
as required in the application
form. They pointed to privacy and
personal confidentiality reasons
for their refusal.

Former NSP secretary-general
Jeannette Chong-Aruldoss ap-
pealed to President Tony Tan
Keng Yam last October, saying
the Registrar was out of line in
insisting on salary data as a pre-
condition for getting the permit.

But yesterday, Mr Teo said he
did not think “the requirements
were unreasonable”.

He said: “If that is the standard
requirement we have to fulfil, then
we have to do it. The Workers’ Par-
ty and Singapore Democratic Par-
ty also do it. They can’t be giving
us special privileges.”

He declined to comment on
whether the issue led to Mrs
Chong-Aruldoss leaving the NSP,
but party insiders told The Straits
Times the permit issue had been a
sticking point in the party.

They said party cadres were un-
happy about the paper’s publica-
tion being in limbo. North Star
News has a print run of about
5,000 copies and is distributed
during the party’s walkabouts.

The episode caused Mrs
Chong-Aruldoss, 51, a lawyer, to
lose support, they added. At the
party’s biennial election in Janu-
ary, she challenged Mr Teo for the
post of president and lost. She
was also not elected into the CEC.

Mr Teo yesterday disputed
some media reports of an exodus
of members, saying that two
former government scholars, Ms
Hazel Poa and her husband Tony
Tan, are still with the NSP, and
Ms Poa is in the CEC.
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By ELENA CHONG
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A FORMER sales executive was jailed
for two years and ordered to pay pen-
alties yesterday for corruption and
abetting in goods and services tax
fraud involving tourist refunds.

Lim Pheck Aun, who faced 23 charg-
es under the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Act and nine for corruption, is
the sixth and last person to be dealt
with in the scam. The 50-year-old
bankrupt admitted to nine charges.

He was ordered to pay a penalty of
$724 under the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, and a penalty of another
$27,170, which is three times the tax
undercharged.

A district court heard that Soon
Huat Goldsmith in Serangoon Road,
where Lim worked, is a retailer partici-
pating in the electronic Tourist Re-
fund Scheme (eTRS).

This allows tourists who visit Singa-
pore and buy goods from participating
GST-registered retailers to obtain a re-
fund of the GST paid for goods bought
upon their departure.

To claim the refund, the applicant
has to produce invoices or receipts
showing the amount paid for the
goods. The retailer will then issue the
tourist with an eTRS ticket generated
from a terminal in the shop.

Investigation showed that Lim had
corruptly accepted bribes in the form
of bottles of DOM wine and cash from
Indian nationals Sundar Panneer Sel-
vam, 46, and Baskaran Uthirapathy,
28. In return, he would falsely enter
their particulars as buyers of the
items in the receipts, so they could
get refunds they were not entitled to.

He knew they were not the real buy-
ers of the items in the receipts when
they presented these to him between
November 2013 and January last year.

Recently, former higher Customs
officer Mohamed Yusof Abdul Rah-
man, 67, was jailed for five years for
aiding four Indian nationals to com-
mit GST fraud and for corruption. He
was also ordered to pay penalties.

The Indian nationals have been
jailed between three and four years
each and ordered to pay penalties.
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By WALTER SIM

FORMER National Solidarity Par-
ty (NSP) secretary-general Jean-
nette Chong-Aruldoss, who quit
the party last week, said yester-
day she believes in the need for
more elected alternative voices in
Parliament.

The 51-year-old, who has ap-
plied to join Mr Chiam See Tong’s
Singapore People’s Party (SPP),
said in a phone interview with
The Straits Times that the SPP is

more than capable of being one of
the voices.

Noting that the People’s Action
Party (PAP) keeps getting people
of the same mould even as it talks
of leadership renewal, she said:
“It is good for Singaporeans to
have a choice, for their leaders to
come from backgrounds unlike
those which PAP candidates are
usually drawn from.”

She believes the electorate still
wants a PAP government, but
added: “People have to really ask

whether they still want the PAP to
have a monopoly over things and
solutions, or whether they could
be more open to different ap-
proaches.”

Her application has to be ap-
proved by the SPP’s central execu-
tive committee (CEC), which is ex-
pected to meet this month.

A director of law firm Archilex,
she said she chose to join SPP
because she admires the work Mr
Chiam did in his 27 years as MP
for Potong Pasir. She also admires
his wife Lina Chiam, who is now a
Non-Constituency MP.

Three other NSP members
have also left to join SPP – former
NSP council members Ravi

Philemon, 46, and Bryan Long,
37, as well as party member Os-
man Sulaiman, 39.

Yesterday, Mrs Chong-Arul-
doss declined to be drawn into dis-
cussing differences in the NSP,
which she joined in March 2011
after leaving the Reform Party.

She contested on the NSP
ticket in Mountbatten in the 2011
General Election, winning 41.4
per cent of the votes. In October
2013, she was elected unopposed
as secretary-general of the NSP.

She said she was unfazed by
allegations of party-hopping, say-
ing her four-year track record at
the NSP speaks for itself.

Former NSP member Nicole

Seah, who left the party last Au-
gust, described Mrs Chong-Arul-
doss as “a very nurturing and
gung-ho leader... (and) a doer”.

Under Mrs Chong-Aruldoss’
leadership, the NSP’s CEC had re-
fused to give their salary details in
applying to the Registrar of News-
papers to renew their newsletter’s
permit. She appealed to the Presi-
dent last October and was unsuc-
cessful in getting exemption for
this requirement.

Asked about the episode,
which some members say created
discord, she said the decisions tak-
en were “with the full backing of
the CEC”. She added: “This was
not a personal crusade.”

In January, she challenged –
and lost to – NSP stalwart Sebas-
tian Teo, 66, for the post of party
president.

She declined to discuss why
she chose to contest the
president’s post, saying any such
talk could lead to misunderstand-
ing and ill-will. “I really want to
leave on an amicable note... I
don’t want to disparage them or
say anything negative at all.
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President Tony Tan Keng Yam (centre) and People’s Association chief executive director Ang Hak Seng (left) with Chingay young participants (from second left)
Aeron Young, 12, Miss Adalene Chua, 19, Alya Rasyiqah Rudy, 11, Niranjan Gopinath, 15, Toh Wee Yang, 16, and Mr Dean Hunt, 21. ST PHOTO: LAU FOOK KONG

THIS year’s Chingay parade was
the biggest, with 11,000 perform-
ers at the weekend.

Yesterday, President Tony
Tan Keng Yam and People’s Asso-
ciation chief executive director
Ang Hak Seng chatted with six
young participants at a reception
at the Istana.

The young performers had
talked about their hopes and aspi-
rations at the annual parade.

Toh Wee Yang, 16, was among
the 40 guests whom the Presi-
dent thanked in a speech.

The Seng Kang Secondary
School student said he was proud
to have shared his dreams for the
nation.

He said he wanted the country
to be more accessible for the disa-
bled, “so that everyone can enjoy
Singapore”.

“I was very nervous because
there were a lot of people (at the
parade),” added Wee Yang, who
has muscular dystrophy.

The other guests at
yesterday’s reception included
sponsors, committee members
and volunteers of Chingay.

Themed “We love SG”, the pa-
rade was one of the key events to
mark Singapore’s golden jubilee.
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