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Divers recover 
AirAsia cockpit 
voice recorder
Indonesian divers yesterday 
retrieved the cockpit voice 
recorder from the wreckage of an
AirAsia plane that crashed into
the Java Sea.
It came a day after the plane’s other
black box, the flight data recorder, was 
recovered. The devices should give in-
vestigators vital information about what
caused the accident, reported AFP.

Flight QZ8501 went down on Dec 28 
in stormy weather as it flew from the In-
donesian city of Surabaya to Singapore 
with 162 people on board.

Rescuers have faced a lengthy, dif-
ficult search often hampered by bad
weather but a breakthrough came at
the weekend when they finally detect-
ed “ping” signals from the black boxes.

Yesterday, divers lifted the second
black box to the surface and took it to 
the navy warship Banda Aceh, said Mr 
Tatang Kurniadi, head of the National
Transport Safety Committee, which will 
investigate the accident. Officials say
both black boxes are in good condition.

The flight data recorder holds a 
wealth of information on many of the
plane’s instruments, while the cockpit 
voice recorder stores radio transmis-
sions and sounds in the cockpit. 

Officials have said in recent days that 
a sonar scan has shown a large object 
that could be the fuselage but divers
have not managed to reach the area to 
confirm what it is.

PM’s press sec: 
Remarks not 
‘inaccurate’ 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong’s
press secretary yesterday refuted 
allegations that her comments in
a statement to the media over a 
closed-door defamation hearing
against blogger Roy Ngerng were
“inaccurate” and “misinformed”.
Ms Chang Li Lin had said on Monday
that Mr Ngerng’s lawyer, Mr M. Ravi,
“indicated at the hearing that Mr Ngerng 
did not want to be cross-examined”.

But in a letter to Ms Chang, which was 
released to the media early yesterday, Mr 
Ravi said that based on his recollection, 
he did not tell the court that Mr Ngerng 
did not want to be cross-examined. 

What he said was that he had to take
instructions from his client, which was 
a “common and normal practice”.

He also said it would be “illogical” for 
the court to ask him to confirm if Mr
Ngerng would give evidence by Jan 30 
had he already said Mr Ngerng would not.

‘U-TURN’
But Ms Chang, citing transcripts, said 
Mr Ravi had made a “hasty U-turn”.

She wrote: “Mr Ravi had informed the 
Court that Mr Ngerng would rely on the 
affidavit filed by him in the earlier sum-
mary judgment application as his ev-
idence for the purposes of the assess-
ment of damages.

“Mr Davinder Singh (from Drew & 
Napier) then gave Mr Ravi notice that if
Mr Ngerng was going to give evidence
for the purposes of the assessment of 
damages, Mr Singh would be cross-ex-
amining Mr Ngerng.

“Whereupon Mr Ravi promptly 
changed his position, and informed the
Court that Mr Ngerng would ‘therefore’
not be filing any evidence.”

“This was the clearest indication that
Mr Ngerng did not want to be cross-ex-
amined,” she said.

Mr Ngerng, 33, was ordered to pay 
$29,000 in costs for legal fees and relat-
ed expenses.

Easier now to 
report cases 
of corruption 
The Government is reviewing 
Singapore’s laws on corruption and 
will increase the Corrupt Practices 
Investigation Bureau’s (CPIB) manpower 
by more than 20 per cent, as part of 
efforts to keep corruption at bay.
A one-stop Corruption Reporting Centre will 
also be set up to make it easier for members of 
the public to report cases of corruption.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong revealed 
these measures yesterday as he addressed 600 
public servants about maintaining integrity in 
the public service.

He said public servants have been able to do 
good work for the country because of the trust 
Singaporeans have placed in the public service.

To maintain this trust, he added, it is impor-
tant for the public service to uphold its policy of 
zero tolerance for corruption.

Mr Lee said: “If any of you do something 
wrong and breach that trust, you not only let 
down the public service and yourself, but you 
are also letting Singaporeans down and you can 
do a lot of damage.”

Singapore was a “shining exception” in the 
world, where corruption is a problem in many 

1 dead, dozens 
hurt as smoke
fills US subway
A woman died and dozens of 
people were injured after thick 
smoke filled a subway tunnel in 
the US on Monday during the
evening rush hour, officials said. 
A spokesman for the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Authority con-
firmed the incident, which caused may-
hem, AFP reported.

Washington Emergency Medical Ser-
vices said that 84 people were taken to 
the hospital with various injuries and 
that one firefighter was injured. Some
200 people were being evaluated. The 
Washington Post reported two people
were suffering from critical injuries.

Smoke filled the L’Enfant Plaza sub-
way station, prompting the evacuation
of passengers and forcing commuters to
find other ways to get home after work. 
The cause of the smoke was not known 
at presstime.
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countries, said Mr Lee, but the country must 
never take this for granted.

Recent high-profile cases of corruption, such 
as the sex-for-contracts cases involving law en-
forcement officers as well as the misappropria-
tion of funds by a CPIB branch head, for exam-
ple, could have affected Singapore’s ranking in 
the Transparency International Corruption Per-
ceptions index, he said.

Singapore fell two spots to seventh spot this 
year.

“These cases hurt our reputation — they hurt 
our reputation with Singaporeans, they hurt 
our reputation internationally,” said Mr Lee.

He added that it was a disservice to the many 
exemplary officers who had done their part in 
keeping the public service corruption-free.

But he said public servants should not be de-
moralised when cases do surface. Singapore 
should instead be resolved to punish the cul-
prits and remedy the weaknesses in the system.

“This level of trust that the Singapore public 
service enjoys, and this degree of cleanliness in 
the public service is a most unnatural state of 
affairs. So, work doubly hard to maintain the 
trust you’ve earned,” Mr Lee said. 

Malaysian police cordoned off parts 
of a road leading to Jalan Tebrau in
Johor Baru yesterday afternoon after
a suspicious package was found at a 
nearby petrol kiosk.
Police and personnel from the Fire and Rescue 
Department were called in and traffic was di-
verted from the city centre after the package,
which was initially believed to be a bomb, was 
found at 1pm.

Bomb scare in JB poses no danger
The petrol kiosk is next to an international

bank and opposite the state police contingent
headquarters, reported New Straits Times. A 
check by a police bomb squad revealed that the
bag only contained pieces of old clothing.

Traffic flow, which had become congested be-
cause of the diversion, returned to normal after 
more than an hour. Johor Baru (South) police
chief Sulaiman Salleh said the situation was un-
der control as there was no danger.

The record number of students the Singapore 
Institute of Technology will take in this year. 
The university for polytechnic upgraders 
will also offer five new degrees. Four of the 
degrees — in building services engineering, 
pharmaceutical engineering, information 
security and hospitality business — are its own.2,080
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